
1/3 12/28 VBA Winter Meeting Guide, ADR
1/10 1/4 Largest Verdicts of 2010
1/17 1/11 VBA - Hot Off the Press
1/24 1/18 Real Estate
1/31 1/25 Technology

2/7 2/1 Million-Dollar Settlements of 2010, ADR
2/14 2/8 Trends 2011, Litigation Support
2/21 2/15 Wealth Management 
2/28 2/22 Health and Wellness 

3/7 3/1 ADR
3/14 3/8 Law Office Management
3/21 3/15 VTLA Convention Guide
3/28 3/22 Marketing, Technology

4/1 (Fri.) 3/29 VTLA Convention Special 
4/4 3/29 VTLA Convention – Hot Off the Press, ADR
4/11 4/5 Mid-Atlantic In-House (Section B)
4/18 4/12 Real Estate, Virginia’s Largest Law Firms Magazine
4/25 4/19 Health and Wellness

5/2 4/26 ADR, Influential Women of Virginia 2010 Magazine
5/9 5/3 ODBA Convention Guide 
5/16 5/10 Wealth Management 
5/23 5/17 VSB Annual Meeting Guide (Section B), Technology
5/30 5/24 The Green Issue 2011 (Section B)

6/6 5/31 ADR
6/13 6/7 Law Office Management
6/17 (Fri.) 6/7 VSB Annual Meeting Special Edition
6/20 6/14 VSB – Hot Off the Press, Marketing
6/27 6/21 Health and Wellness

7/4 6/28 Most Important Opinions Jan-June 2011, ADR
7/11 7/5 Real Estate
7/18 7/12 Wealth Management
7/25 7/19 Technology, Special Focus on Elder Law (Section B)

8/1 7/26
8/8 8/2 Law Office Management 
8/15 8/9 Litigation Support
8/22 8/16 Health and Wellness
8/29 8/23 Second Annual ADR Survey (Section B)

9/5 8/30
9/12 9/6 Law Office Management, ADR
9/19 9/13 Marketing
9/26 9/20 Technology

10/3 9/27 ADR 
10/10 10/4 Real Estate, Leaders in the Law 2011 Magazine
10/17 10/11 VADA Meeting Guide, Marketing
10/24 10/18 Health and Wellness
10/31 10/25 New Lawyer Guide (Section B)

11/7 11/1 ADR 
11/14 11/8
11/21 11/15 Wealth Management 
11/28 11/22 Technology

12/5 11/29 ADR, Litigation Support
12/12 12/6 Best of 2011 (Section B), Law Office Management
12/19 12/13 Marketing 
12/26 12/20 Most Important Opinions of Jan.-Dec. 2011, Health and Wellness

VIRGINIA’SLeaders
IN THELaw

2010

LAWYERSWEEKLY
V I R G I N I A

High court: More criminal cases, more orders
BY PAUL FLETCHER

H

Civil Decisions of the
S

tember 1999-June 2000 term, the tally was
o
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BY PETER VIETH

Even though a driver in a car wreck
had no physical impairment and
was not using drugs or alcohol, a
Rockingham County judge allowed
a negligent entrustment claim
against the passenger who owned
the car.

The plaintiff alleged the driver was
“unfit” and the passenger knew it, because
he drove recklessly and played “road
games” in traffic.
That ruling prompted a $300,000 settle-

ment on the eve
of trial late last
month. The in-
surance compa-
ny for the pas-
senger offered its
limits to avoid a
trial on theories
of negligent en-
trustment and
joint enterprise
against the pas-
senger/car own-
er.
The case is

O’Brien v. Glenn (VLW 010-8-133). The
Feb. 18 opinion was written by Rocking-
ham County Circuit Judge Thomas J.
Wilson IV.

Crash in Harrisonburg
The head-on crash onApril 7, 2007, took

the life of 18-year-old Tiffany Heatwole.
The kindergarten and preschool teacher
was pronounced dead at the scene on
Route 33 west of Harrisonburg. The 19-
year-old driver of the car that crossed the
centerline and crashed into Heatwole’s car,
Robert Reiderman III, was sentenced to
two months in jail after pleading guilty to
reckless driving.
Reiderman had been driving a Ford Es-

cort owned by his friend,
Quinton Glenn.The two had
traveled to a motorcycle
dealership to buy parts, ac-
cording to plaintiff ’s lawyer
Roger A. Ritchie Sr. of Har-
r

Entrustment
claim OK
despite no
impairment

�

See opinion

digest for

O’Brien v.
Glenn on

p
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Courts turn to
substitute and retired

judges in effort to cope with shortfall
BY ALAN COOPER

A month into coping with the absence of 18 judges on the
state’s courts, chief judges and court clerks say they’re man-
aging so far.

“It’s different,” said Judge Colin R. Gibb, chief judge of the 27th Cir-
cuit, “but we’re trying to make the best of a bad situation.”
The judicial firepower in the circuit – which includes the eight coun-

ties west of Roanoke – dropped from four to five when the Gen-
eral Assembly didn’t fill the vacancy created by the retire-

ment of Judge Ray W. Grubbs.
The legislature proposes to save $10.5

million in the next two fiscal years by
not filling judgeships as they become
vacant.
That decision also eliminated the

money the court system had count-
ed on to pay substitute and retired
judges to fill in when a full-time
judge can’t sit for some reason.
Karl Hade, executive secretary of

the Supreme Court of Virginia, has
told chief circuit and district judges
that the system will have no more

� See Pinch hitters, on PAGE 21
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Condo
buyers
allowed
to rescind
Loudoun deal
worth $1.6M
BY PETER VIETH

A decades-old law designed
to prevent fraud in sales of
Florida swampland has been
used by a Northern Virginia
couple to get out of their $1.6-
million purchase of an unde-
veloped lot in a luxury gated
club development.

U

Kinser selected to be next chief justice
BY ALAN COOPER

The Supreme Court of Virginia has
selected Justice Cynthia D. Kinser
to be the first woman to serve as
chief justice of the court.

Kinser is third in seniority on the court
to the current chief, Leroy Rountree Has-
sell Sr., and Justice Lawrence L.Koontz Jr.
Hassell will step down on Jan. 31 after
eight years as the state’s chief judicial of-
ficer. He will remain as one of the court’s
seven justices. Koontz has reached the
mandatory retirement age of 70 and must
retire from the court next year.
Gov. George Allen appointed Kinser to

the court in 1997 after the General Assem-
bly was unable to agree on a candidate to
replace retiring Justice Roscoe B. Stephen-
son Jr.
Allen and Kinser graduated from Uni-

versity of Virginia law school in 1977, and
both clerked for U.S. District Judge Glen
M.Williams in Abingdon.
After completing her clerkship, Kinser,

58, had a brief private practice as one of the
few women trial attorneys in Southwest
Virginia before she was elected common-
wealth’s attorney in Lee County in 1979.
Except for five years when she was in el-
ementary school in Roanoke and her time
as an undergraduate at the University of
Tennessee and in law school, she has
lived in Lee County.

Kinser returned to private practice in
the county in 1984 and became a U.S.mag-
istrate judge for theWestern District of Vir-
ginia in 1990. She usually sat in Abingdon
and Big Stone Gap.
As a justice, she is considered one of the

court’s most conservative members, espe-
cially in criminal cases.
Petite and soft-spoken, she is courteous

to lawyers who appear before her and less
active than some justices in questioning
them, but she is persistent when she does
ask a question. When there’s something
that troubles her, she will press to get a sat-
isfactory answer or until it’s obvious that
the lawyer doesn’t have one, said L. Steven
Emmert, a Virginia Beach appellate spe-

� See Chief, on PAGE 19
JUSTICE CYNTHIA D. KINSER
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BRIGHT LIGHTS...

River City?

2011 Business & Law
Breakfast Forum

C ng attorneys with 
i  corporate counsel
d makers

A   & September 8, 2011

7  am

L
  ermined

T  

   
   

  

Corporate counsel speak on what they seek
in legal representation and other matters of
business and law

Discussion is moderated by Virginia Lawyers Weekly Publisher
Paul Fletcher

Event is promoted in Virginia Lawyers Weekly, on our websites
and through email blasts
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