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PUBLISHER’S NOTE
Saluting the
Virginia Lawyers
Hall of Fame Class of 2021

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSOR

In this supplement, you will meet 
29  special Virginia lawyers – ac-
complished men and women who 

have improved the legal profession in 
Virginia and left their individual marks 
in the law of the commonwealth.

They are the Class of 2021 of 
the Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame, 
brought to you by Virginia Lawyers 
Weekly.

During the course of each year, 
Virginia Lawyers Weekly celebrates 
leading lawyers who set the standard 
for other lawyers in our Leaders in the 
Law program. We honor promising 
younger lawyers, or those within 10 
years of their bar admission, with the 
Up & Coming Lawyers awards.

And we salute law fi rm support 
personnel with our Unsung Legal 
Heroes program.

The Hall of Fame honors senior 
lawyers – those age 60 or older. 

Criteria for selection to the Hall 
include career accomplishments, 
contributions to the development of 

the law in Virginia, contributions to 
the bar and to the commonwealth 
and eff orts to improve the quality of 
justice in Virginia.

We were very pleased with the 
many nominations we received and 
the excellence of the class of 2021. 
We look forward to next year’s Hall of 
Fame event already.

In 2019 we added a category for 
posthumous honors for outstanding 
lawyers who are no longer with us, 
but whose examples and fi ne work 
live on and deserve celebration.

The Class of 2021 was honored in 
a COVID-compliant online ceremo-
ny broadcast over YouTube on May 
18.

To the members of the class, we 
are so proud to share your accom-
plishments with the legal community 
and we give you our heartiest con-
gratulations!

Paul E. Fletcher 
Publisher & Editor-in-Chief
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Tom Albro, a past president 
of the Virginia Trial Lawyers 
Association, is known as one 

of Virginia’s leading defamation 
experts. He has served in leadership 
roles at the Virginia State Bar and 
the Boyd-Graves Conference.

Growing up:
I grew up in New York City and 
its suburbs.

Early reviews:
A know-it-all and comedian.

Professional accomplishment:
Having the opportunity to 
represent clients whose cases 
have made significant changes 
to the law, especially in the 
areas of sovereign immunity and 
defamation.

Personal accomplishment:
Raising my children to adulthood.

My first job:
I worked in a linen factory for 50 
cents an hour. I learned the value 
of hard work and the importance 
of acquiring an education that 
would provide opportunities 
outside that factory.

War story:
As I arrived with my client for the 
start of a medical malpractice 
trial, he said the Lord told him 
this wasn’t a good day to go to 
trial. I explained this couldn’t 
be helped, but as we began 
jury selection, one of the jurors 
suffered a heart attack. The 
judge declared a mistrial. When 
we returned six months later he 
assured me it was a good day for 

our trial, and that the case had 
been decided in a “higher court.” 
Sure enough, the jury awarded 
him twice the statutory cap on 
damages. His advice to me was 
to have faith, but also to let it 
work for you.

I might have been:
Commercial aviatior.

Favorite getaway:
The beaches of South Carolina.

My next act:
Haven’t given it any thought.

You don’t know:
I own classic cars and spent more 
than 20 years in the Navy.

Thomas E. Albro • Charlottesville

Congratulations
to Michael Goodman for being named to the 
2021 Virginia Lawyers Weekly Hall of Fame.

Goodman Allen Donnelly joins Virginia Lawyers 
Weekly in recognizing Michael’s career 
accomplishments and contributions to the bar, 
as well as his efforts to improve the quality of 
justice in Virginia.

RICHMOND
804.346.0600

CHARLOTTESVILLE
434.817.2180

NORFOLK
757.625.1400

Congratulations
to Michael Goodman for being named to the 
2021 Virginia Lawyers Weekly Hall of Fame.

Goodman Allen Donnelly joins Virginia Lawyers 
Weekly in recognizing Michael’s career 
accomplishments and contributions to the bar, 
as well as his efforts to improve the quality of 
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Edwin C. Brown Jr. • Alexandria

Harris D. Butler III • Richmond

Harris Butler is one of the 
top plaintiffs’ employment 
lawyers in Virginia, working 

tirelessly to advance employee 
rights. He has chaired the VBA 
employment section and the state 
affiliate of the National Employment 
Lawyers Association.  

Growing up: 
I was born and raised in Houston, 
Texas, where I practiced my fi rst fi ve 
years doing civil rights/public sector 
employment discrimination until 
relocating to Virginia in 1986. My 
father was a school teacher, my mom a 
homemaker, and very diff erent politically 
than I veered! As a pretty typical college 
kid anywhere else in the mid-70s, I 
landed in a very conservative college 
environment at Texas A&M, where I 
found I liked going against the grain.  But 
I wouldn’t trade it for anything - I “are” a 
loyal and dedicated Aggie. The law, and 
primarily the federal courts, off ered a 
platform of accountability that appealed 
to me.  I will say that the types of civil 
rights violations I saw/experienced in 
Texas were a baptism by fi re. As with all 
native Texans, I have not lost that pride 
of birth.

Early reviews:
I believe one of my junior high teachers 
said it best: a “social butterfl y.”

Professional accomplishment:
Generally, my work in civil rights, utilizing 
the courts as a place of equity for those 
with little power to address the actions 
of those who have abused the power 
they hold. And, my invitation to join the 
American College of Trial Lawyers as a 
Fellow of that esteemed organization of 
trial lawyers.

Personal accomplishment:
My family: Eight kids and step-kids, 
eight g’kids (and still going...) - my four  
children, two boys and two girls, and wife 
Teri’s four, two boys, two girls, all each 
very successful in her/his own right in 
their early 30s, mid-20s, spread over fi ve 
states and Mexico. 

My fi rst job:
Boutique Houston civil rights fi rm, Law 
Offi  ces of Larry Watts. We tried cases. 
Often. Learning to speak to juries, not 
down to - but connecting with jurors, 
is one of the most valuable tools a trial 
lawyer can master.

I might have been:
Probably journalism/investigative 
reporter.  But my ‘want to’ jobs were 
baseball and music. 

Guilty pleasure:
The Grateful Dead - a longtime 
Deadhead.

Favorite getaway:
My wife’s grandparents’ farm in Esmont, 
Va. - simply beautiful. Or, this great little 
island where we were married - Pidgeon 
Cay Beach Club, Cat Island, Bahamas. 
Or, closer to home, Wintergreen.

My next act:
My book... (??) Hike the AT... (post-new 
knees) (??!) And, more likely, hanging out 
in the Blue Ridge.

You’d don’t know:
I was a paint contractor with two pals in 
college - Aggie Painters - had people 
still calling me to paint their houses 
my 1st couple years as a young lawyer. 
And I met Jerry Garcia and Bob Weir 
backstage at a Dead show at the 
Summit, Houston, December 1978 (my 
fi rst semester of law school...) 

Edwin Brown Jr. was a cham-
pion of the Alexandria bar 
and the Old Dominion Bar 

Association; the ODBA awarded 
him its lifetime achievement award. 
Before retiring, he ran for many 
years a minority-owned law firm that 
represented Allstate, among other 
big clients.

Growing up:
Grew up in Washington, DC, went to 
Dunbar High School. I came up during a 
time of segregation, and most impactful 
to me was my father, Edwin C. Brown Sr., 
who was an attorney, and watching how 
people respected him, even the police, 
and watching him stand up for himself 
and for others. I was always so impressed 
with how he conducted himself I knew I 
had to be an attorney as well.

Early reviews:
As a talented actor! I was the lead role in 
a number of school performances and 
continued to enjoy doing so through 
high school.

Professional accomplishment:
Serving as a mentor and example for 
younger lawyers as to how to conduct 

themselves before the court and how to 
respect their fellow lawyers. 

Personal accomplishment:
My four children. My son Carey (he 
passed in 2018 at 58, may he rest in 
peace). My son Christopher (he has 
managed the family fi rm started by 
my father). My son, Edwin III (he lives 
in Florida loving his work as a home 
improvement contractor). My daughter 
Cecelia (she is living in San Diego; is in 
health care management).

War story:
Early after transitioning to private 
practice I fi led a lawsuit in Virginia on an 
accident case, and opposing counsel - 
who was a senior member of the bar (I 
do not recall his name, to my dismay) 
- was so impressed with my professional 
courtesy and eff ectiveness as counsel 
that he asked me if he could recommend 
me to serve as defense counsel for the 
insurance company he represented. That 
encounter led to my beginning a law 
fi rm that did defense work for Allstate, 
which in turn led to doing work for other 
corporations. It all began when I treated 
an adversary with respect during trial so 
many years ago. That was something 

I was adamant about, and always 
encouraged others to do at all times 
when dealing with opposing counsel.

I might have been:
Had I not become a lawyer I would have 
been a lost soul. It was my life’s dream 
and it came true.

Guilty pleasure:
I always loved boating and for many 
decades owned a boat.

Favorite getaway:
Ocean City, Maryland. I still say that is 
where you will fi nd the best crab cakes in 
the entire country!

My next act:
Watch my children (4) and grand-
children (9) grow and prosper. There is 
no greater joy.

You don’t know:
One is that I am basically an introvert - I 
am shy and not very socially outgoing, 
despite what others may perceive given 
my line of work. Another is that I love 
Pepsi! I do not drink, but I call Pepsi my 
bourbon. 



Mark T. Coberly • Norfolk

Norfolk’s Mark Coberly has 
practiced maritime law for 
42 years, and he has held 

leadership positions in several mari-
time and legal groups. His commu-
nity service includes membership 
on numerous boards dedicated to 
promoting music and the arts. 

Growing up: 
I was born in the Chicago area, 
but mostly grew up in Portsmouth, 
graduating from Woodrow Wilson 
HS. With water nearby in every 
direction, my family always had 
a boat of one variety or another. 
Understandably, much of my free 
time as a kid was spent on the 
water and around the ships plying 
Hampton Roads, which was the 
source of my attachment to maritime 
activity. 

Professional accomplishment:
I was fortunate to have been hired 
in 1978 by a fi rm that had a stellar 
reputation, a strong work ethic and 
uncompromising ethics. Vandeventer 
had been representing maritime 
clients for some 90 years at that point 
and had continuously represented 
some foreign clients since the 1930s. 
It has been my privilege to carry on 

that work with others on our maritime 
team to represent and maintain the 
relationships with those and the many 
other maritime clients of the fi rm.

My fi rst job:
My fi rst job at age 12 was delivering 
the morning newspaper - The 
Virginian-Pilot - by bicycle. Out the 
door by 5 a.m., rain or shine, was 
good preparation for the maritime 
law practice, where we are called 
upon to attend aboard vessels 24/7 
when casualties or issues arise.

War story: 
In my fi rst solo jury trial, I was still in 
my 20s facing a rather cantankerous 
and contentious adversary. I was 
concerned that he was going to chew 
up my witnesses and spit them out. 
At the trial, while one young man 
was on the witness stand undergoing 
persistent badgering cross 
examination, opposing counsel fi nally 
asked him. “Did Mr. Coberly tell you 
to say that?” “What did Mr. Coberly 
tell you?” In that pregnant moment 
with everyone listening for what I 
had prompted the witness to say, the 
young man replied, “Mr. Coberly told 
me that you were going to bully me.” 
The courtroom, including judge and 

jury, erupted into laughter, eventually 
joined by opposing counsel. 

Guilty pleasure:
Working more remotely than I 
probably should. I love the mountains 
and COVID-19 has provided cover 
for occasionally working with a 
mountain view and a hike at the end 
of the day (or even in the middle of 
the day!)

Favorite getaway:
Wintergreen.

My next act:
Lighten up on work some and 
graduate the last of our children from 
college (next month!). Travel - hike/
kayak in national parks; tour cities of 
historical interest – and spend more 
time with family and good friends.

You don’t know:
That when the time comes to sit 
down my attention goes to classical 
music or military/maritime history. It is 
not easy to work into a conversation 
that you binge-watched YouTube 
videos of J.S. Bach performances last 
night.

Richmond  /  Virginia Beach

855.212.8200  /  BreitCantor.com

Kevin Biniazan
2020

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

Aubrey H. Ford
FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO THE 

VIRGINIA LAWYERS 2021 HALL OF FAME!

Lewis Stoneburner
2020

Elliott Buckner
2019

Stephanie Grana
2019

Irvin Cantor 
2018

Jeffrey Breit
2019

Mr. Ford proudly joins others 
from Breit Cantor who have 
been recognized by Virginia 
Lawyers Weekly.

Congratulations 
Charlie!
The Partners and your colleagues at 
Gentry Locke are so proud of you and 
all you have accomplished.

Your induction into the Hall of Fame 
is well-deserved. 

When you joined Gentry Locke 
in 1970, we were establishing
ourselves as a go-to litigation 
firm. Your leadership, especially 
in building an environmental 
law practice, has helped Gentry 
Locke become one of Virginia’s 
largest firms handling business 
and litigation matters for 
clients with interests all over 
the world.

 Charles L. Williams, Partner

Roanoke  |  Lynchburg  |  Richmond  |  gentrylocke.com
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Bernard S. Cohen • Alexandria (1934-2020)

Ronald S. Evans • Richmond 

The late Del. Bernie Cohen 
made his mark early in 
his career by winning the 

case of Loving v. Virginia in 1969, 
ending the crime of miscegena-
tion. He served for many years in 
the House of Delegates and was a 
leader among plaintiffs’ lawyers.

Early in his career, former Del. 
Bernard S. Cohen won a landmark 
case that led to the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s rejection of laws forbidding 
interracial marriage. 

He and Phillip Hirschkop 
represented Richard and Mildred 
Loving, a white man and Black woman 
who were convicted in Virginia in 1959 
of illegally cohabiting as man and wife 
and ordered to leave the state for 25 
years.

The lawyers’ eff orts to overturn the 
convictions resulted in the Supreme 
Court’s unanimous 1967 Loving v. 
Virginia ruling, which declared anti-
miscegenation laws unconstitutional.

Both lawyers were ACLU 
volunteers not long out of law school 
when they pursued the case.

Mildred Loving was referred to the 

ACLU by then-Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy, to whom she had 
written seeking assistance.

“We would pinch ourselves and 
say, ‘Do we realize what we’re doing?’ 
We’re handling one of the most 
important constitutional law cases 
ever to come before the court,” Del. 
Cohen said in a documentary about 
the case that aired on HBO in 2012. 

After winning a major decision 
relatively early, one has to wonder 
what to do for an encore.

Del. Cohen focused on building his 
Alexandria law fi rm and representing 
injured persons and those who civil 
rights had been violated.

A little over a decade after the 
landmark, Del. Cohen entered 
electoral politics, gaining a seat in the 
Virginia House of Delegates in 1979.  
He served eight terms, retiring in 1995 
after he tired of campaigning.

Some signifi cant measures he 
sponsored included:

• The Health Care Decisions Act, 
which allows a person to write an 
advance medical directive.

• The Clean Indoor Act, limiting or 
prohibiting indoor smoking 

• Legislation to permit insurance 
policies for long-term care coverage.

Of this last legislation, the delegate 
said, “My wife and I and her twin sister 
and husband were the fi rst in Virginia 
to purchase this important insurance 
coverage.”

Northern Virginia lawyer Rob 
Dunn, a former partner, praised him 
as a man who took the time to mentor 
young lawyers and teach them how to 
try a case. 

Dunn said he also took care of the 
young lawyers fi nancially, maintaining 
an investment plan for the fi rm and its 
lawyers that the delegate managed 
himself. 

“Among the many things I learned 
from Bernie was the Yiddish word 
‘mensch.’ It means a person of 
integrity and honor,” Dunn said. 
“Bernie not only taught me the word, 
he lived the word.”

He added, “Refl ecting on our years 
in practice, I came to realize that 
I learned a lot about my Christian 
ethics from my Jewish law partner.”

– Paul Fletcher, with material 
provided by Karen Cohen and from the 
Associated Press

Ron Evans has more than 40 
years of trial experience in 
both civil and criminal cases. 

A leader in family law in Virgin-
ia, he is a past president of the 
Virginia Chapter of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. 

Growing up:
Being born and raised in the 
Shenandoah Valley allowed much 
freedom and independence.

Early reviews:
Not fit to print.

Professional accomplishment:
Good, effective family lawyer, 
not bringing gasoline to anyone’s 
fire, and helping families get 
through the divorce process with 
as little scarring as possible.

Personal accomplishment:
Convincing my wife of 52 years 
to hang in there, and raising two 
lovely, remarkable daughters.

My first job:
Helping my father in his lumber, 
millwork and coal business. Hard, 

physical labor builds character.

Favorite getaway:
Outer Banks of North Carolina, 
Augusta National during Masters 
week.

My next act:
I’m doing it.

You don’t know:
I want to keep them a secret.



On behalf of Bruce H. Russell, II, P.C. 
and the Russell County Bar Association, 
congratulations to Stephen M. Quillen 
on his much-deserved enshrinement in 

the Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame.  

“Mr. Quillen, thank you for your decades of service 
to the profession, and mentorship to generations 
of young attorneys.  Here’s to many more years of 

standing as a shining example to us all!”

Bruce H. Russell, II, P.C.
29 East Main Street
Lebanon, VA 24266
www.bhr2law.com
276.889.1750

The staff at The Consumer Law Group 
congratulates consumer law pioneer, 

John Cole Gayle, Jr.,
and all the judges and lawyers in 

the Class of 2021 Virginia Law Hall Of Fame.

John Cole Gayle, Jr., Esq. 
Founder of The Consumer Law Group, P.C.  

Fighting For and Protecting 
Consumers Since 1988

1508 Willow Lawn Dr., Suite 220, Richmond, VA 23230
804-282-7900 | www.theconsumerlawgroup.com

John Holland Foote • Manassas 

John Foote is a former Prince 
William county attorney and a 
recognized authority on local 

government law and land use in Vir-
ginia. He is the author of the principal 
textbook on planning and zoning in the 
state. 

Growing up:
I was born in Birmingham, Alabama, 
but my father was a Sears Roebuck 
manager and we moved every 
three-fi ve years until we got to 
Baton Rouge. It taught me resilience 
and self-reliance, but I was always 
the “new kid.” I absorbed the heat, 
humidity, and culture of a southerner. 
Education, I hope, burnished the 
rougher edges of its insularity. I 
settled in Virginia in 1971, after 
coming home from Vietnam, and 
have never left.

Early reviews:
I was likely obnoxious, arrogant, 
opinionated. But I was also a good 
student -- until math reared its head.

Professional accomplishment:
I like to think that I have had an 
infl uence on land use law and 

practice.

Personal accomplishment:
I would undoubtedly say it is the 
younger lawyers that I have tried to 
help become professionally excellent, 
and ethically grounded. From that 
basis, an attorney and counselor can 
do much good for the people and 
institutions they represent.

My fi rst job:
I worked on a crew of electricians 
for the Louisiana Department of 
Highways, with as motley a group as 
one can imagine. I was the college 
kid, with guys who had high school 
diplomas, and one not even that. 
They were from the bayous, but 
we got along, mostly, and the least 
educated became my protector and 
friend. It does wonders for cutting 
you down to size and has always 
reminded me that no matter how far 
I go, or how well I do, I’m just a little 
old boy from Baton Rouge.

War story:
I was with MACV, and went into the 
fi eld with Vietnamese troops as an 
advisor. Returning from a fi refi ght on 

a mission one afternoon, we passed 
a huge shell hole. The Vietnamese 
decided to “fi sh.” So they tossed a 
couple of grenades into the hole. 
I thought this insane, but a few 
minutes later, a massive dragon lizard 
fl oated to the surface. They tied it 
to a long pole and started home. 
But it wasn’t dead and its tail started 
thrashing around. The young troops 
thought this was hilarious and began 
dancing around behind it avoiding 
the thrashes. We got back to our 
compound, known as “Thunder 4” 
and the next time I saw it across to 
their camp from the Americans, it was 
roasting on a spit.

Guilty pleasure:
Truly fi ne single malt scotch. I am a 
member of the Scotch Malt Whiskey 
Society and import my supply from 
distilleries most have never heard of.

Favorite getaway:
San Diego, California.

You don’t know:
I speak passable French.
I have ridden three Century bike 
rides.
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H. Aubrey Ford • Richmond

John Cole Gayle Jr. • Richmond 

A s a trial lawyer, Aubrey Ford 
has handled legal malpractice, 
First Amendment, discrimina-

tion, civil rights and general tort cases 
for 40 years. He is the architect of the 
state’s whistleblower statute, passed 
in 2002.

Growing up:
I spent most of my formative years 
after fi fth grade in Sanford, a small 
town in central North Carolina, raised 
by a single father after a contentious 
custody battle in our parents’ divorce 
case. In fact, that custody battle was 
resolved by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
My classmates and teammates 
spanned the full socioeconomic and 
racial spectrum. I always felt that 
this exposure to diversity helped 
me to relate to juries in my litigation 
practice.

Early reviews:
The boy wants to please.

Professional accomplishment:
Assisting individuals in employment 
and civil rights cases who otherwise 
had no real voice, power or 
remedy. The mere pursuit of these 
cases served as a disincentive to 

discrimination and abuse of power by 
those in authority. 

Personal accomplishment:
Dealing with my own divorce and 
custody arrangements for our 3- and 
5-year-old sons in a collaborative, 
respectful and supportive manner. 
Then for the next 15 years, balancing 
daddy duties along with my career as 
a trial lawyer.

My fi rst job:
For my fi rst lawyer job, I rejected an 
off er from a big fancy Atlanta fi rm 
and joined the 21-lawyer Browder 
Russell fi rm in Richmond. The fi rm 
included the most amazing group 
of trial lawyers I have ever seen in 
one place. The mentorship and 
brotherhood of Jimmy and Phil 
Morris, Jack Russell, John Obrion, 
Mike Harman, Bob Brewbaker, Chris 
Guedri and John Claytor formed an 
amazing foundation for my career.

War story:
In my second-ever jury trial, the 
domineering Judge Richard Williams 
presided. Ten minutes into my 
opening statement, Judge Williams 
peered down on me with a scowl and, 

in his booming raspy voice, chastised 
me: “Mr. Ford, this is beginning to 
sound a lot like a closing argument. 
Get on with it.” In shock, and on the 
verge of throwing up in front of the 
jury, I mumbled some words and sat 
down. I was never that scared in a 
courtroom again.

Guilty pleasure:
Mount Gay Rum from Barbados

My next act:
Travel and mindfulness. I want to 
explore other places and cultures 
with my new wife, Angie. I also want 
to teach mindfulness meditation in 
the midst of our culture of stress, 
distraction, and anxiety. 

You don’t know:
After 25 years as a post-divorce 
bachelor, I met Angie three years 
ago on a hiking trip with my brother 
to Patagonia. Two days before 
heading home, on a whim, I stopped 
into a dance hall in Buenos Aires 
after dinner just to see tango, and 
as she walked by I said, “You’re a 
beautiful dancer.” We were married a 
year later.
Also, I cry at romantic movies.

A longtime consumer lawyer 
in Virginia, John Gayle is 
known for his expertise on 

Lemon Law – the remedies for unre-
pairable cars. He chairs a consumer 
law legislation panel for the Virginia 
Association of Trial Lawyers.

Growing up:
I grew up in Richmond and 
tried to leave, since I knew 
there was a big world outside of 
the conservative West End of 
Richmond, which I discovered to 
be true. Unsuccessful attempts 
to move and start a new life in 
New York City and San Francisco 
taught me some humility, as well 
as recognizing the good fortune 
of having a loving family, good 
friends and a home to come back 
to in the best country on earth.

Early reviews:
Nice boy on the outside. Dennis 
the Menace on the inside.

Professional accomplishment:
The first private lawyer in Virginia 
to specialize in “Consumer Law.” 
founder of The Consumer Law 
Group PC and co-author of 
Virginia’s Lemon Law.

Personal accomplishment:
Lay eucharistic minister and 
founder of St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church’s Prison Ministry

My first job:
Working as a ranch hand on large 
cattle ranches in Northern Mexico 
from 8th grade through high 
school, where I learned a level of 
poverty I had never known, and 
also found a happiness in these 
people that exceeded my much 
wealthier friends in the States. 
Teaching me that more comfort 
and “material things,” alone, do not 
result in lasting happiness.

War story:
Walking into the Richmond 
Circuit Court for my first jury 
trial as a court appointed lawyer 
for “Jackson,” charged with 
kidnapping, before the often 
scathing Judge Frank Wright, an 
older lawyer saw me and asked if 
I was nervous. I said, “Extremely”. 
He paused and then asked, “John, 
what’s the worst than can happen?” 
“I might lose!” I said. “Well, in that 
case what will you do afterwards?” 
he asked. “I’ll probably go home 
and have a couple of beers.” I 
responded. He smiled and said, 

“Relax, win or lose you’re going 
home for a beer, not to jail. Not a 
bad outcome for you no matter 
what!” Somehow that calmed me 
down a bit, and we won. Driving 
Jackson home he thanked me 
profusely, and promised to turn 
over a new leaf. I knew this was 
why I wanted to be a lawyer. This 
feeling lasted until the next week 
when I went back to the jail for 
another client, when my name was 
shouted by a nearby inmate... it 
was Jackson. He smiled sheepishly 
and said about himself, “Back 
again, dammit.” An important 
teaching moment for me.

I might have been:
Medicine or counseling.

Favorite getaway:
My cottage in the wonderful 
summer community of Gloucester 
Banks on the York River.

My next act:
Grow up and discover the secret 
of life.

You didn’t know:
1) Love of science fiction
2) Researching and writing on 
legal issues.



Nina J. Ginsberg • Alexandria 

N ina Ginsberg has practiced 
criminal law for more than 
35 years with a focus on 

national security law, white collar 
cases, financial and securities fraud, 
computer crime, copyright fraud and 
professional ethics.

Growing up:
I grew up in New York City 
in a culturally rich and mixed 
environment. My exposure from a 
young age to people from diverse 
races, cultures and backgrounds 
gave me a perspective about 
where I fit into the world that I 
have never lost. I also found a way 
to build small circles of friends and 
family in the midst of strangers and 
a way to draw from both. It was 
rare to ride the subway and not 
encounter at least one memorable 
person - both good and bad.

Early reviews:
A self starter, sensitive to the 
needs of others, and a child who 
sought the company of friends.

Professional accomplishment:
There are two: My year as 

president of the National 
Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers during the COVID 
pandemic, and saving a client 
who suffered from severe mental 
disabilities from receiving the 
death penalty for murdering a 
pregnant woman.

Personal accomplishment:
Being a safe haven for the people 
I love.

My first job:
After I graduated from college, 
I worked for two years as the 
court liaison in an inner-city drug 
program. I was arrested for having 
four Black men - former drug 
addicts - in my car. The police 
claimed that they found drugs 
in the trunk of my car. We were 
eventually all released after the 
police claimed one of the four men 
had confessed. I learned never to 
be that powerless again. It was the 
reason I went to law school.

War story:
I represented the former president 
of the New York City Chapter of 

the Hell’s Angels. The government 
was attempting to forfeit the 
building they owned and used as 
their club house in Manhattan. The 
case was the first jury trial Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor presided over 
as a federal district court judge. 
During individual voir dire (a first 
for me in federal court), four or 
five jurors were struck for cause 
because they were too favorably 
disposed to the Hell’s Angels. I 
thought I had died and gone to 
heaven. We won the trial and the 
Hell’s Angels kept the building.

Guilty pleasure:
Eating fabulous food in romantic 
European villages.

Favorite getaway:
My cousin’s home in rural Vermont.

My next act:
Travel the world. Start a 
foundation.

You don’t know:
I don’t think “Saturday Night Live” 
is funny.
I’m completely tone deaf.

Congratulations toCongratulations to
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Michael L. Goodman • Richmond

Andrew H. Hook • Virginia Beach

M ichael Goodman is an 
authority on medical 
malpractice defense and 

medical license defense in Virginia. 
He frequently lectures to health care 
workers, risk managers and hospital 
systems, all while keeping lawyers 
laughing at his cartoons.

Growing up:
I grew up as the youngest of three 
children in Richmond. Mom ran 
things by the clock: Dad got home 
at 5:15, we ate dinner promptly 
at 5:30 and bedtime was non-
negotiable. My first year of high 
school was the first year of busing. 
I was young, naïve and otherwise 
unaware there was a cultural divide 
in the city. The exposure to the 
diversity was a priceless education. 
It is sad and ironic that 51 years 
later the divide still remains, but 
recent momentum is encouraging. 

Early reviews:
Funny you should ask. I recently 
found my report cards from 
grade school, so I know firsthand 
what my teachers reported. My 
kindergarten teacher said, “Mike is 
shy, but has a way of making other 
kids feel comfortable.” That was a 

kind thing to say.

Professional accomplishment:
I have been able to maintain a 
cordial relationship with most 
of my adversaries. In my career 
I have represented some high-
intensity clients (mostly healthcare 
providers who have found 
themselves in unenviable personal 
and professional situations). 
My goal has been to help them 
address their issues head-on, to 
remediate and move forward, but 
not to sacrifice my principles.

My first job:
I served as a law clerk to Chief 
Judge James C. Turk in the 
Western District. During a trial in 
Harrisonburg, I dozed off while 
sitting in an old-timey oak chair 
next to Judge Turk’s bench. The 
chair flipped over and threw 
me onto the floor. Flush with 
embarrassment, I popped up and 
blurted out, “It’s the chair, your 
Honor.... It’s unbalanced!” To which 
Judge Turk responded, “Objection 
overruled. The Court finds the 
honorable law clerk unbalanced.” I 
learned my lesson well – next time 
fall asleep in a less obvious place 

and in a more stable chair.

War story:
I represented an anesthesiologist 
who was a good friend. After a 
successful outcome, he anointed 
me as the “only lawyer he would 
ever resuscitate.” I wear that faint 
praise as a badge of honor. 

I might have been:
I planned to be an editorial 
cartoonist. I went to law school 
primarily to have a backup plan.

Guilty pleasure:
Cookies--with the caveat that I 
never eat sweets during the day. 
They make me sleepy and I might 
fall out of my chair--been there, 
done that. 

You don’t know:
I worked in college as a courtroom 
sketch artist for WTVR-Channel 
8. Since cameras were not allowed 
in the courtroom, I would draw 
caricatures of witnesses, lawyers 
or the judge, for which I got paid 
a whopping $3.50 a piece for each 
one used on the 6 o’clock news. 
I was rich and famous for a few 
seconds during each trial.

A ndy Hook is a leader in elder 
law and estate and trust 
administration. He is a past 

president of the National Elder Law 
Foundation and a founding member 
of the Virginia Academy of Elder 
Law Attorneys.

Growing up: 
I was born in Houston but grew 
up in Southeast Virginia. The 
schools I attended were relatively 
small which created a sense of 
community and identity.

Early reviews:
Inquisitive.

Professional accomplishment:
I was the first Certified Elder Law 
Attorney (CELA) in Virginia.

Personal accomplishment:
My wife Maureen and I are 

the parents of two successful, 
intelligent, attractive, young 
ladies. Each daughter has an 
advanced degree and works 
in her own profession, one in 
fashion design and one in school 
psychology.

My first job:
I cut grass and maintained 
the yards of people in my 
neighborhood. I began to learn 
the skills necessary to run a 
business.

War story:
The successful transition of my 
practice from a group practice 
to an individually owned practice 
nine years ago. This transition 
was very beneficial to my clients 
and permitted me to reorganize 
the practice and form a team 
of successful, skilled and like-

minded professionals with whom 
I enjoy working.

I might have been:
Nuclear power officer in the U.S. 
Navy.

Guilty pleasure:
Physical fitness training at 
CrossFit 757.

Favorite getaway:
Charlottesville

My next act:
Transition my practice to a 
younger generation of lawyers.

You don’t know:
My interest in reading history 
and my love of cats. I currently 
have four cats and am reading a 
history of post-Roman Britain.



Jon D. Huddleston • Leesburg 

Jon Huddleston has earned 
honors by giving back to the 
legal profession. As Virginia 

State Bar president in 2009-2010, 
he won national recognition for his 
video project “Virginia is for Good 
Lawyers.”

Growing up:
I grew up in Virginia Beach. I lived in 
the same house from birth until I left 
after law school. I still have salt water 
in my veins and a special yearning 
for Tidewater. My father died when I 
was 12. My mother was an educator. 
I always had an interest in law and 
went to college with that career goal 
in mind. A cousin’s husband was a 
lawyer and that probably had a big 
infl uence on my career path.

Early reviews:
I think most would say I was intelligent 
and creative and had a dose of 
mischief. Other discerning teachers 
would point out the procrastination 
tendencies. We will focus on the 
former.

Professional accomplishment:
Working with the Virginia Law 
Foundation to assist with funding of 
the Nuremburg Courtroom exhibit 

at the Virginia Holocaust Museum. 
Very proud to be associated with this 
wonderful testament to the Rule of 
Law.

Personal accomplishment:
Probably working with hundreds 
of youth boys and a few girls over 
approximately 20 years in youth 
sports, primarily basketball and soccer. 
I feel I had a role in shaping so many 
kids in areas that transcended sports 
and helped prepare them in some 
small way for life.

My fi rst job:
I was a busboy at a popular seafood 
restaurant in Virginia Beach. The 
hours were long and the work was 
hard in the summer. I gained a great 
appreciation for how hard the wait 
staff , dishwashers and busboys work. 
I also gained an appreciation for the 
taste of steamed shrimp.

War story:
I had an unsophisticated client with 
multiple repeat traffi  c charges. 
Fearing he might show up in court 
with an old T-shirt and bib overalls, I 
reminded him of the importance of 
“dressing” for court. He showed up in 
an old tuxedo complete with riffl  ed 

shirt and large velvet bow tie that 
hadn’t been in style for a decade or 
more. He had done as I had asked.

I might have been:
I would probably have tried my hand 
at writing of some sort. Humor or 
sports have always been of particular 
interest. 

Guilty pleasure:
Movies, the old “Dick Van Dyke 
Show” and bourbon, not necessarily 
in that order.

Favorite getaway:
Currently Williamsburg.

My next act:
Travel, then ponder the next chapter 
and then decide to travel instead.

You don’t know:
I had a very limited run doing stand-
up comedy many years ago - one 
of the hardest things I have ever 
attempted. I have a remarkable 
memory for all types of useless 
knowledge and arcana. If it is of no 
utility, I probably know something 
about it. 

Congratulations to 
Nina Ginsberg and 
to all the attorneys 
and judges named as 
members of the Class 

of 2021 for the
“Virginia Lawyers 

Hall of Fame.” 

dimuro.com
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David J. Johnson • Richmond 

Judge Stan Klein (Ret.) • Fairfax

Judge Stan Klein has been a 
beacon for improving the prac-
tice of law and the administra-

tion of justice in Virginia. He brought 
professionalism and consistency to 
the bench in Fairfax County and 
went on to improve the law through-
out the state.

Growing up:
I grew up in Jackson Heights, 
Queens, New York, in a two 
bedroom apartment with my 
parents in one bedroom and my 
Uncle Sol, my sister and me in the 
other. It taught me that who you are 
and what you do are much more 
important than what you own.

Professional accomplishment:
I was a practicing attorney for more 
than 17 years, a judge for more than 
17 years, an adjunct professor at two 
law schools for more than 17 years 
and have been a mediator for more 
than 11 years. In each role, I have 
done my best to make a positive 
difference in other people’s lives.

Personal accomplishment:
I have been married to my wife Kay 

for almost 35 years. We have raised 
two wonderful children, Jessica 
and Steven, who also strive to help 
others. Jessica has blessed us with 
two grandsons.

War story:
I presided over a murder case in 
which a very promising teenager 
had killed his mother for seemingly 
no reason and he was found not 
guilty by reason of insanity. After 
two or three years at a state 
hospital, he was released into the 
custody of a relative, basically under 
house arrest. He filed a motion to 
be fully released. At the motions 
hearing, the young man movingly 
testified about what he had done 
and what his dreams were for 
the future. I agonized over what I 
should do and I ultimately decided 
that he was worth the risk and 
granted his motion. I never heard 
about him again, because he made 
it.

I might have been:
I had to be a lawyer. I was the first 
person in my family to graduate 
from college and my mother gave 

me two choices. I could either be a 
lawyer or a doctor. As I could not 
stand the sight of blood (and I still 
can’t), the only obvious choice was 
to become a lawyer.

Guilty pleasure:
I have an insatiable “sweet tooth.”

Favorite getaway:
Moraine Lake in the Canadian 
Rockies. I have been there nine 
times since 1975 and, if it hadn’t 
been for COVID, it would have 
been 10 times.

My next act:
Watch and help my grandchildren 
grow and travel as much as I can to 
commune with nature.

You don’t know:
In college, I had a Sir Lancelot 
haircut down to my shoulders. 
I am an amateur landscape 
photographer. The pictures on 
the walls of the 5th floor Judicial 
Chambers in Fairfax were taken by 
me on some of my trips.

Dave Johnson is the embod-
iment of the Virginia public 
defender system. He led the 

Richmond PD office when the city 
was labeled the murder capital of 
the U.S. and has guided the Virginia 
Indigent Defense Commission since 
2005

Growing up:
I grew up in the small town of 
Millburn in Northern New Jersey. 
Cursed to be a long-time Mets 
fan.

Early reviews:
Much more interested in recess 
than math class.

Professional accomplishment:
As Chief Public Defender in 
Richmond, I had the opportunity 
to hire, train and mentor countless 
talented, dedicated young 
attorneys. I take tremendous 
pride in seeing the impact many 

of them have gone on to have on 
the criminal justice system.

Personal accomplishment:
Along with my wife Donna, 
raising our amazing kids Joanna 
and Jake.

My first job:
When I was 14, I got my first job 
working at a local restaurant in my 
home town. I learned that washing 
dishes was a really hard way to 
earn $1.60 per hour.

War story:
During my daily walks from the 
Richmond Public Defender Office 
to the John Marshall Courts 
Building,  I would often run into 
former clients who were waiting 
for the bus to take them to 
work. Seeing so many move past 
their difficulties to thrive made 
everything so worthwhile.

I might have been:
I would have become a school 
teacher.

Guilty pleasure:
My dad started his career as a 
science fiction writer, so I have 
always been a fan. For relaxation, 
I read a lot of really bad science 
fiction.

Favorite getaway:
Verde, Puerto Rico. (I am Puerto 
Rican)

My next act:
Continue teaching as an adjunct 
and travel with my wife Donna as 
much as possible.

You don’t know:
When I was a teenager, I spent 
a very hot summer working in a 
warehouse in Puerto Rico and 
another even hotter summer 
working on a farm in Oklahoma.



The attorneys and staff at

heartily congratulate
McGuire Woods

Anne Marie Whittemore
on her inclusion in the 2021 class of

Virginia Lawyer’s Hall of Fame!

The VADA honors 
Walter H. Peake 

and Past President 
M. Pierce Rucker II 
on their inclusion to 
the Hall of Fame.

Walter H. Peake M. Pierce Rucker II

Sharon K. Lieblich • Fairfax

A n experienced family law 
attorney, Sharon Lieblich has 
been practicing family law 

for more than 50 years. She entered 
the field when few women were in 
law, helping employ other women at 
her practices and expanding rights 
for families, children and women. 

Growing up: 
I grew up in the Bronx, New 
York. Neither of my parents had 
an opportunity to pursue higher 
education, but both stressed the 
value of education.

Early reviews: 
Teacher’s pet, I loved to do 
errands for teachers. I also loved 
poetry and was a jump rope 
champion.
  
Professional accomplishment: 
My most important professional 
accomplishment is the many 
CLEs I have been able to 
participate in. I always learn so 

much when preparing for each 
presentation.

My first job: 
Babysitting, it taught me great 
responsibility.

War story:
When I was a young lawyer, 
I was arguing a motion or 
case opposite an extremely 
experienced lawyer (later to 
become a judge). My opposing 
counsel said to our esteemed 
judge that he never ceased to be 
amazed by the theories young 
lawyers came up with cause they 
hadn’t been around long enough 
to know anything. He was very 
condescending. In reply, I told 
our judge that I did not hold my 
opposing colleague’s argument 
or attitude against him; because 
being so fresh out of law school, 
I still remembered a thing or two 
about what the law actually was 
on the subject of our argument. 

How sweet that victory was when 
I won.
  
I might have been: 
A teacher. My mom always 
dreamed of being a teacher and 
always preached its glories.

Guilty pleasure: 
Reading late at night and 
forgetting to sleep, and spoiling 
my grandchildren.

Favorite getaway: 
Any beach, anytime, anywhere.

My next act: 
Learn flower arranging, perfect 
my needlework skills, spoil my 
grandchildren.

You don’t know: 
I served on active duty with the 
U.S. Navy JAG (first female 
since World War II). 
Also, I love music but cannot 
keep a tune.
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Walter H. Peake III  • Roanoke (1958-2019)

Roanoke lawyer Walt Peake 
was a top litigator who 
specialized in the defense of 

medical professionals. The Virginia 
Association of Defense Attorneys 
posthumously honored him with 
its top honor, the award for Excel-
lence in Civil Litigation. 

The VADA described Walt as 
a masterful trial lawyer who 
specialized in the defense of 
medical professionals. He was 
known for his keen intellect, 
skillful advocacy and unyielding 
concern for and devotion 
to his clients, as well as for 
his adherence to the highest 
standards of ethics, integrity and 
professionalism.

Born in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and raised in Roanoke, 
Walt graduated from Patrick 

Henry High School in 1976 and 
earned a BA in English from 
Virginia Tech in 1980. At Virginia 
Tech he met the love of his life, 
Nancy Beauchamp, in the halls 
of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity. 
They were married in 1981. They 
had three children. 

Walt graduated from George 
Mason University School of Law 
in 1986 and moved with Nancy 
to his Roanoke home where 
he began his legal career with 
Gentry, Locke, Rakes & Moore. 
In 1997, Walt joined two of his 
partners and friends to start the 
firm of Frith Anderson + Peake, 
PC.

Walt was known for his mastery 
of the medicine required for each 
case, his concern for his clients 
and his ability to weave a defense 
with persuasive written and oral 

advocacy. Addressing a jury, he 
often called on his incredible 
recall of song lyrics, movie scenes 
and book quotes to drive home 
his points.

Walt was a devoted Virginia 
Tech sports fan and an avid 
golfer. 

His golf partners noted his 
love of the game quite often 
exceeded his proficiency. But he 
always worked to improve, they 
said. 

Gifted with an almost 
photographic memory, and an 
encyclopedic knowledge of 
useless sports trivia, songs and 
quotations, Walt could regale 
any group with his quick wit, his 
engaging personality and his 
contagious love of life. 

Judge Thomas R. Monroe • Arlington (1924-2005)

A rlington Circuit Judge 
Thomas R. Monroe was the 
first African-American cir-

cuit judge in Northern Virginia and 
the first judge to serve at all three 
court levels in Arlington.

Judge Monroe served on the 
bench from 1972 until 1993, when 
he was forced to retire after 
suffering a debilitating stroke.

“He was a great mentor and role 
model for many young lawyers,” 
said now-retired U.S. District 
Judge Gerald Bruce Lee. “Always 
patient and courteous; he had a 
great desire to do justice in an old 
school way.”

Judge Lee still remembered 
some of the helpful comments that 
Judge Monroe gave him back in 
1976, when he started practicing 
law.

“He told me what kinds of cases 
to avoid, how to secure clients, 
and stressed that I should always 
be prepared in court,” Judge Lee 
noted. “He stressed that I would 
encounter judges and lawyers 
who would test me, and the 
best offense was to be doubly 
prepared.”

Retired Arlington Chief Judge 

Paul Sheridan shared office space 
with Judge Monroe for eight years 
— from 1985 to 1993 — when they 
both sat on the Arlington Circuit 
bench. “He did historic things in 
Arlington,” Judge Sheridan said. 
“But what you remember most 
is that he was a gracious man 
who made everyone around him 
behave at a better level. In and out 
of court, his demeanor was always 
gentlemanly.”

Thomas Randolph Monroe 
was born in the Eastern Shore’s 
Northampton County, near Cape 
Charles, and worked as a caddy at 
a whites-only golf course during 
his youth. A star center fielder 
for the town’s baseball team, he 
graduated from Johnson C. Smith 
University in Charlotte and served 
as a sergeant in the Army during 
World War II.

He received his law degree 
from Howard University in 1951 
and set up a private law practice 
in Arlington the following year. 
He later joined the firm of Bean, 
Kinney & Korman.

While practicing law for some 
20 years, Monroe established 
himself as a local civic leader, 
serving in 1955 as president of 

the Arlington chapter of the 
NAACP and circulating a petition 
to desegregate Arlington’s 
schools. As late as the 1970s, 
he joined a group of parents 
in a desegregation suit against 
the county. “He experienced 
segregation as a returning war 
veteran,” noted Judge Sheridan. 
“But yet he handled it with no 
sense of malice or anger. His 
dignity was so great ... he was 
always upbeat and he expected 
others to be as well.”

Judge Monroe became a 
substitute judge in juvenile & 
domestic relations court in 1972, 
going on to become a general 
district judge in 1976 and the 
state’s second African-American 
circuit court judge in 1982.

Judge Monroe was on the 
board of directors of the Arlington 
County Action program, president 
of the Nauck Citizens Association 
and served on the county’s criminal 
justice advisory committee and its 
human relations commission.

He died in 2005 at the age of 
80.

- From the Virginia 
Lawyers Weekly archives.



Susan M. Pesner • Tysons 

The managing partner of 
her firm in Tysons, Susan 
Pesner is a well-respected 

and leading attorney in real estate 
law. She has been a member of 
the Virginia State Bar Council and 
has numerous publications to her 
name.

Growing up:
Prior to leaving for college, I 
spent my entire childhood in 
Spring Valley, New York, first on 
my family’s mink ranch (yes, mink 
ranch) and after a calamitous 
disease destroyed my father’s and 
uncle’s 20+ year dream, my two 
older brothers and my parents 
took every job opportunity we 
could get to keep the family 
moving forward. I was proud 
to follow their lead and started 
working at age 12. That ended 
the day I left for college.

Early reviews:
Inquisitive, questioning, dutiful, 
good student, perfect attendance 

and just plain fun.

Professional accomplishment:
Having been selected to the 
Inaugural Class of Influential 
Women of Law rises to the top.

Personal accomplishment:
The joy and satisfaction of seeing 
a great many of the lawyers that I 
have mentored over the past 40+ 
years become great lawyers in 
their own right.

My first job:
I worked part time in a local 
florist shop (thank you to them 
for being willing to employ a 
12-year-old). I learned that the 
customer is always right and how 
hard it is to de-thorn roses. My 
reliable performance at the florist 
led to a long-term part-time job 
in the local children’s store.

War story:
In my first appearance in the 
U.S. District Court in the Eastern 

District, the judge referred to me 
as “little lady”. Gratefully I was 
able to overcome my shock and 
win my motion.

I might have been:
Definitely teaching at the college 
level

Guilty pleasure:
Reading a book or watching a 
movie - but only once. Life is too 
short to re-read or re-watch.

Favorite getaway:
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware.

My next act:
I love what I do and I am waiting 
to see what will come next but I 
am in no hurry.

You don’t know:
Neither of my parents graduated 
from high school.
I picked my colleges from 
catalogs in the public library.

For a complete list of our services and Neutrals 
throughout VA, DC, and MD, call 888.343.0922 
or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

Criteria for inclusion in the Hall of Fame include career accomplishments, contributions to the development of the law in Virginia, 
contributions to the bar and to the commonwealth at large and efforts to improve the quality of justice in Virginia. We join Virginia 

Lawyers Weekly in extending our congratulations to Tom Albro, Judge Klein, Justice Roush, and the entire Class of 2021.

The McCammon Group
is pleased to congratulate three of our own for inclusion 

in the Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame Class of 2021

Thomas E. Albro, Esq. Hon. Stanley P. Klein (Ret.) Hon. Jane Marum Roush (Ret.)
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Stephen M. Quillen • Lebanon

Andrew J. Reinhardt • Richmond

S teve Quillen has devoted his life 
to practicing law. In a 64-year 
career, he has served as a mentor to 

countless members of the legal communi-
ty and served on the Virginia Board of Bar 
Examiners for more than 30 years.

Professional accomplishment:
“My service on the Board of Bar 
Examiners -- 36 years, the last fi ve of 
which were as president.”

From his nominator:
Steve Quillen is universally loved 
and admired in the community and 
the Southwest Virginia Bar.  He is an 
inspiration to lawyers young and old, and 
represents all of the best qualities of the 
profession: legal knowledge, dedication 
to the craft, civility, service to others, 
and all of the other positive attributes to 
which we as practitioners should aspire.

When I began sharing offi  ce space 
with Steve, I had been in practice for a 

number of years, but feel that only when 
I began working next door to Steve 
and with our shared paralegal, Diana 
(who worked with him for over 50 years, 
and who knew more law than 99% of 
lawyers, thanks to Steve’s training) did I 
really come into my own.  Any question 
I ever had, any advice I ever needed, he 
was and is always ready and willing to 
help.  I’ve never met a more selfl ess and 
generous lawyer.

I’d say 90% or more of those 
practicing today have his signature 
hanging on their offi  ce wall.  Take a look 
at your license.  One of those signatures 
at the bottom is almost certainly that of 
Stephen Quillen.  All of the folks on the 
Board of Bar Examiners are fi ne people, 
but I can’t imagine there’s any fi ner than 
Steve.  

The fi rst time I met Steve came 
when I sued him.  I was hired to contest 
a will, and I recognized the name of the 
attorney who prepared the document, 

but couldn’t recall from where.  I called an 
attorney I knew in Lebanon to ask where 
I’d heard that name before.  “Look at 
your license,” the lawyer on the other end 
of the line replied.  Sure enough, there 
was his name, and even though I didn’t 
prevail in that case (no surprise, as Steve 
was and is a paragon of ethical virtue), he 
was extremely polite and patient with me 
in the process of the suit.

When I left my previous fi rm, Steve 
took me in off  the street, and the 
universe smiled on me the day I took up 
professional residence at 29 East Main 
Street in Lebanon.  Steve has been a 
great friend over the years, and I couldn’t 
ask for a better colleague.  He has 
touched the lives of practitioners from 
Fairfax to Jonesville through his work 
with the Board.  We need more lawyers 
like him, and all of us should aspire to his 
example.

 - Bruce H. Russell II

Andy Reinhardt is a highly 
respected workers’ com-
pensation and personal in-

jury attorney. He is a past national 
president of the Workers’ Injury 
Law and Advocacy Group and 
helped organize Virginia’s Work-
ers’ Compensation Inn of Court.

Growing up: 
I grew up in a small dairy farming 
community in upstate New York 
in the Finger Lakes region. If you 
took yourself too seriously, you 
were probably the only one that 
did.

Early reviews:
An easy-going quiet kid who 
loved to run and play sports.

Professional accomplishment: 
My most important professional 
accomplishment is helping train 
and hopefully inspire other 
lawyers and staff to understand 

and enjoy our mission of helping 
others.

Personal accomplishment:
That would have to be finding a 
woman who could tolerate and 
love me for the last 35 years.

War story: 
One of my favorite stories is 
from the first case I ever brought 
to a jury trial, which resulted in a 
$2 million verdict in federal court 
in Washington D.C. Afterwards, 
my client, who was shocked by 
the result, gave me 24-carat gold 
cuff links and a tie pin in the 
shape of the number 27. That was 
my age at the time.

My first job: 
My first job was as a newspaper 
boy where I learned what it was 
like to walk long distances and 
deliver newspapers in cold, wet 
weather and several feet of snow.

I might have been: 
A teacher, coach or artist. 

Guilty pleasure: 
Redskin Spanish peanuts and 
iced tea. But I don’t feel at all 
guilty about it.

Favorite getaway: 
A local coffee shop where I can 
hang out and say hi and chit-chat 
with the staff and friends as they 
come and go.

My next act: 
Hopefully I’ll be doing drawings 
and oil portraits of all of my 
friends and loved ones.

You don’t know: 
I played three sports a year all 
four years of college. I am still 
crazy enough to think that for 
one day, for at least one sporting 
event, I can still compete.



Justice (Ret.) Jane Marum Roush • Fairfax

J ustice Jane Marum Roush was 
a circuit court judge in Fairfax 
for 22 years, the longest tenure 

of a judge ever on that court; she 
then served on the Supreme Court of 
Virginia. She now mediates cases.

Growing up: 
As Sen. Mark Warner once said, 
“I wasn’t born in Virginia, but I got 
here as fast as I could.” I was born in 
Massachusetts and came to Virginia 
when I was 5 years old. I grew 
up in Fairfax, in a neighborhood 
right out of “The Wonder Years.” 
I was the fourth of five children all 
very close together in age. It was 
a rather hectic household. When 
I left for college, I wanted to get 
far away from Fairfax. Now, as 
Bruce Springsteen observed about 
himself, “I currently live ten minutes 
from my hometown.”

Early reviews: 
My mother, who was also my fifth 
grade teacher, described me as a 
complete handful.
  
Professional accomplishment: 
I feel lucky to have had three 
distinct careers in the law: lawyer, 
judge, and mediator. I have tried to 

do my best in each of these phases 
of my professional life.

My first job: 
I was a counter girl at McDonald’s in 
1972. I learned to be calm in a crisis 
and that when you rush, you make 
mistakes. Those lessons have held 
me in good stead over the years. 

War story: 
I was the trial judge in Town & 
Country Properties v. Riggins, which 
the Supreme Court of Virginia 
decided in 1995. Football hall of 
famer John Riggins was suing for 
the misappropriation of his name 
for commercial purposes. The 
defense was that he was such a 
reprobate that his name wasn’t 
worth a whole lot. On cross-
examination, he was asked, “Isn’t 
it true that in 1985 you attended a 
dinner at which President George 
H.W. Bush was the principal speaker, 
you became horribly drunk, you told 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor to 
‘Loosen up, Sandy baby,’ and you 
fell asleep under her table where 
your loud snoring was heard for 
the rest of the evening?” Riggins 
answered, “No. You’ve got that all 
wrong.” “How so?” he was asked. 

Riggins replied, “I believe Mr. Bush 
was vice president at the time.”

I might have been: 
A journalist.

Guilty pleasure:
I love to read celebrity magazines 
when I go to the beauty salon to 
get my haircut, but I don’t know 
who most of the celebrities are.

Favorite getaway: 
South Dartmouth, Massachusetts, 
on Buzzard’s Bay, where my 
husband and I have our (eventual) 
retirement house. 

My next act:
I would like to pursue writing non-
fiction. For the past few years, I 
have been researching and writing a 
non-fiction account of a significant 
but little-known event in Virginia 
legal history.

You don’t know:
I collect antique toy soldiers, mostly 
female military figures and soldiers 
on bicycles. 
Also, I once met J.D. Salinger. He 
told me that “The Catcher in the 
Rye” was “a silly book.”

Susan M. Pesner

The attorneys and staff of 
Pesner Altmiller Melnick & 
DeMers PLC congratulate

for her well-deserved recognition 
in Virginia Lawyers Weekly as 
a 2021 inductee to the Virginia 
Lawyers Hall of Fame.

Congratulations, Susan!

REAL ESTATE · LITIGATION · ESTATE PLANNING 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS · FAMILY LAW 

TRUST & ESTATE ADMINISTRATION 
LENDER REPRESENTATION

www.pesner.com · 703.506.9440
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M. Pierce Rucker • Richmond (1949-2021)

Robert E. Shoun • Fairfax (1940-2015)

P ierce Rucker, a past presi-
dent of the Virginia Associ-
ation of Defense Attorneys, 

was a leader in the field of medical 
malpractice defense. He served in 
several leadership positions at his 
firm, Sands Anderson, including 
firm president. 

A native of Richmond, 
Pierce Rucker attended St. 
Christopher’s School then the 
University of Virginia, where he 
was president of his fraternity, 
Beta Theta Pi, and where he 
earned his undergraduate degree 
in 1971. 

He earned his law degree from 
the Washington & Lee University 
law school in 1975, then clerked 
for U.S. District Judge Richard B. 

Kellam in Norfolk. Following the 
clerkship, he joined the firm now 
known as Sands Anderson PC, 
where he spent his 41-year legal 
career. 

Mr. Rucker was the chair of 
the firm’s healthcare group. He 
also was a member of the Sands 
board of directors and firm 
president. 

He held a number of positions 
in the leadership of the Virginia 
Association of Defense 
Attorneys, including serving as 
president in 1990-91. 

The VADA presented him with 
its highest honor, the Award for 
Excellence in Civil Litigation, in 
2017. 

Mr. Rucker was a Fellow of 
the Virginia Law Foundation. He 

also held memberships in the 
Commonwealth Club and the 
Society of Colonial Wars.

A longtime member of St. 
James’s Episcopal Church, he 
served on the Church’s Vestry 
(including as Junior Warden) and 
as delegate to the convention of 
the Diocese of Virginia. 

He served St. James’s 
Children’s Center and as a 
volunteer for CARITAS, among 
other efforts. 

After his retirement from 
law practice in 2015, he served 
on the boards of Westminster 
Canterbury and Needle’s Eye 
Ministries.

He passed away this past 
February at the age of 71. 

Bob Shoun was a leading fam-
ily law attorney in Virginia 
who founded the practice 

that became the firm of Shoun-
Bach in Fairfax. He wrote fre-
quently about domestic relations 
issues and gave numerous CLEs 
on topics in the field. 

Fairfax lawyer Robert E. Shoun 
grew up on a small farm in 
southern Virginia, then attended 
Randolph-Macon College, where 
he was Phi Beta Kappa, and 
the Duke University law school, 
where he earned his law degree 
in 1964.

After law school, he 
volunteered for a three-year 
tour of duty as a captain in the 
U.S. Army Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps. He served 
a year in Vietnam, where he 
both prosecuted and defended 
general courts martial; while 
there, he wrote a weekly tax 
article in “Pacific Stars and 
Stripes.”

Following his tour of duty, Mr. 
Shoun took a job with a small 
law firm in Alexandria. He later 
opened his own solo practice, 
practicing family law. That office 

grew into the present firm of 
ShounBach PC.

Mr. Shoun wrote and lectured 
extensively on family law; in 
1990, the Supreme Court of 
Virginia invited him to give the 
presentation on family law at 
the Annual Virginia Judicial 
Conference. That invitation 
lasted for 17 consecutive years.

Mr. Shoun served in multiple 
officer, director and committee 
positions in the Fairfax Bar 
Association. He served on the 
ethics committee of the Virginia 
State Bar, and for more than 
a quarter century he was a 
commissioner in chancery for the 
Fairfax County Circuit Court. 
He also served that court as a 
Neutral Case Evaluator. He was 
a Fellow of the Virginia Law 
Foundation.  

He once said in an interview 
that he loved family law because 
it offered him the privilege to 
help each client through the most 
emotionally complex period of 
his or her life.

For over two decades Mr. 
Shoun insured that his firm 
would be one of the largest 
supporters both of time and 

financial resources to the 
Fairfax Law Foundation. And 
he ensured that members of his 
firm held positions of leadership 
in numerous boards and legal 
organizations serving the 
metro Virginia bench, bar and 
community. 

After Mr. Shoun passed away 
in 2015 at the age of 75, Fairfax 
lawyer Joseph A. Condo, Mr. 
Shoun’s longtime legal sparring 
partner and a good friend, 
described him as the “gold 
standard, widely respected by 
the bar and the bench, with 
an encyclopedic knowledge 
of the law.”  Condo added, 
“Countless other lawyers and I 
often sought out Bob for advice 
on challenging issues in our 
practices, and he never failed 
to give generously of his time. 
As we opposed each other in 
divorce cases over the years, 
I became an admirer of Bob’s 
professionalism and skill, both 
in the courtroom and at the 
negotiating table, his unfailing 
courtesy, and his integrity, and we 
became good friends. He leaves 
a void that can never be filled.”



B ill Thomas maintained an administrative 
practice in Richmond, but he was known for his 
legislative work at Capitol Square. He was a 

political adviser who counseled governors and at one 
point chaired the state Democratic Party. 

A lifelong Virginia resident, William G. Thomas 
graduated from the University of Richmond 
law school in 1963. He established a practice 
in Alexandria that grew into the firm of Hazel 
& Thomas.  In 1999 he helped that firm merge 
with Reed Smith, an international law firm 
headquartered in Pennsylvania. Mr. Thomas 
remained a longtime partner in the firm’s Virginia 
offices and specialized in real estate, tax and land 
use law, banking and commercial litigation until he 
retired.

Mr. Thomas’ professional interests lay at the 
intersection of law and politics. He maintained 
an administrative practice before Virginia 
state agencies, a legislative practice before the 
state’s General Assembly and a land-use and 
administrative practice before all Northern Virginia 
jurisdictions and agencies.

A former chair of the Virginia Democratic Party, 
Mr. Thomas was also a close adviser to former 
Govs. Charles Robb and Gerald Baliles. 

He received a governor’s appointment to serve 
as a board member of the Center for Innovative 
Technology, as a board member of the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts and as the Virginia member 
of the Washington Metropolitan Airports Authority.

Mr. Thomas was involved with a number of legal 

organizations. He was a Fellow of the Virginia Law 
Foundation, served on the board of Virginia State 
University, was a Life Member of the American Law 
Institute and was a member of the Fourth Circuit 
Judicial Conference. 

He was a lifelong member of the Virginia Bar 
Association and served as the VBA’s lead lobbyist 
for many years.

Mr. Thomas wrote extensively on condominium 
law, lectured on the changing electric utility 
business, and taught popular courses on Robert’s 
Rules of Order for lawyers and other professionals.

His community engagement over a six-decade 
career was prodigious, including service for 13 years 
on the board of directors of Virginia Electric & 
Power Company (now Dominion Energy) and as 
a member of the board of directors of Perpetual 
Savings Bank, which had a significant influence on 
the residential and commercial development of the 
D.C. Metro area during his tenure.

He also made significant community 
contributions through his service to the Episcopal 
Church, where he was a church senior warden of 
St. Paul’s Church in Alexandria; president of the St. 
Paul’s Alexandria Foundation; and a vestry member 
of St. Paul’s, Millers Tavern.

He was a member of the Commonwealth Club of 
Richmond, the Metropolitan Club of Washington 
DC, and the Burning Tree Club in Bethesda, 
Maryland.

After his retirement, he maintained homes in 
Irvington and Livingston, Montana. He died in 2020 
at the age 80.

William G. Thomas • Richmond (1939-2020)



Marty Wegbreit has been 
the director of litigation 
for the Central Virginia 

Legal Aid Society for 15 years. In 
a 40-plus year career in law, he 
helped create Richmond’s Eviction 
Diversion Program and remains 
active in the Richmond community.

Growing up: 
I was born in Washington, DC, 
and moved to Montgomery 
County, Maryland, when I was 
4 years old. In my high school 
of 2,250 students, there were 
only three students of color. My 
family benefitted tremendously 
from government help that was 
available only to some and was 
intentionally denied to others. This 
instilled in me a life-long desire to 
assist others to obtain the benefits 
which had been bestowed on me.

Early reviews: 
Studious, smart and shy. 
  
Professional accomplishment: 
My most important professional 
accomplishment would be 
envisioning and then helping to 
create – along with many others 
– Richmond’s Eviction Diversion 

Program.

My first job: 
My first legal aid job was in 
Conway, South Carolina, a small 
town 15 miles inland from Myrtle 
Beach. It was my first experience 
where I was dealing with large 
numbers of people of color and 
began to realize some of the 
cultural differences. At the same 
time, I learned that in some sense, 
every place is like every other 
place. Every place has people who 
are wise and unwise, responsible 
and irresponsible, reasonable and 
unreasonable.

I might have been: 
After undergraduate school, 
I went to graduate school in 
political science. Had I not had 
prior experience helping organize 
rent strikes in Boston due to 
deplorable housing conditions and 
witnessing firsthand the power of 
the law to change people’s lives 
for the better, I probably would 
have stayed in academia and 
become a professor.

Guilty pleasure: 
Whether they are near the top 

of the table fighting to make the 
playoffs, or near the bottom of the 
table fighting to avoid last place, 
my guilty pleasure is attending as 
many Richmond Kickers soccer 
matches as possible.

Favorite getaway: 
The Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden. No matter what time of 
year, something always will be in 
bloom.

My next act: 
I can envision myself doing a great 
deal of volunteer work

You don’t know:
(1) I once ran for the Board of 
Commissioners in Washtenaw 
County, Michigan, as a candidate 
for the Human Rights Party, a 
left-wing political party backed by 
a lot of student support, losing to 
the Democrat by a margin of 57% 
to 43%.

(2) I got married standing next to 
the photocopier in my legal aid 
office in South Carolina to my 
wife of 42 years, Diane Dusseau, 
who also was a legal aid attorney. 

Martin Wegbreit • Richmond 

Legal Practice.
Made Perfect.
Congratulations Andrew Hook

President, Hook Law Center  |  Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame, Class of 2021

Practice Areas

• Elder law

• Estate and trust
  administration

• Estate, tax, retirement
  and financial planning

• Asset protection planning

• Special needs planning

• Business succession planning 

• Personal injury
  settlement consulting

• Long-term care planning

Certifications

• Fellow of the American College of
  Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC)

• Accredited Estate Planner (AEP)

• Fellow of the National Academy
  of Elder Law Attorneys

• Certified Elder Law Attorney*

• CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
  PLANNER™

HookLawCenter.com  |  757•399•7506
Serving Hampton Roads VA and  Northeastern NC



The first woman hired and 
the first female partner 
at McGuireWoods, Anne 

Whittemore broke gender barri-
ers throughout her career. As an 
attorney, she has dealt in complex 
commercial litigation and been 
involved in multiple high-profile 
trials.

Growing up: 
I grew up in Northern New 
Jersey, the oldest of four 
children. I was blessed with a 
loving, caring and supportive 
family that prized education and 
a strong work ethic.

Early reviews: 
Very reserved.

Mentoring efforts: 
My greatest professional 
achievement is mentoring fine 
young lawyers who view the 
practice of law as a privilege and 
service to our clients and society.

My first job: 
Receptionist in my father’s 
medical office where I learned 
the importance of client service 
and dedication to a profession.

War story:
Privileged!

I might have been: 
 If I hadn’t become a lawyer, I 
would have entered the fields of 
American Studies or Art History 

as a researcher, writer or teacher.

Guilty pleasure: 
Coconut cake!

Favorite getaway: 
Irvington, on the Rivah.

My next act: 
Since retiring, I spend more time 
with family and friends, engage in 
not-for-profit work, read and look 
forward to traveling again.

You don’t know:
I was born in England, a product 
of World War II. As a 12 and 13 
year-old, I was trained in riding 
Lipizzaners. 

Serving Northern Virginia  -  (703) 222-3333 - shoun.com

ShounBach is proud 
that our founder

Robert E. Shoun Robert E. Shoun 
is a member of the Virginia 
Lawyers Hall of Fame.

Bob Shoun would be the first to recognize members of the legal community, friends and family for their 
role in making his life’s work worthy of his inclusion. We at ShounBach are so grateful for his past guidance 
and leadership. Starting May 1st, Law Day, ShounBach will continue to honor his vision and legacy by 
expanding its Family Law practice to include Elder Law, Estate Planning and Estate Administration.

Anne Marie Whittemore • Richmond



Wade Grimes Friedman Meinken & Leischner offers services in Family, Criminal
Defense, Bankruptcy, Estate Planning and Administration, Business, Employment, and

Personal Injury Law. Our clients’ best interests are our number one priority.

www.oldtownlawyers.com |(703) 836-9030

C harlie Williams has spent his 
entire 51-year law career at 
Gentry Locke in Roanoke as a 

successful environmental law attorney. 
He has handled signifi cant high profi le 
environmental cases and advices 
clients in environmental compliance.

Growing up: 
I was born in Richmond and grew up 
during the 1950s and 1960s in the 
“village” of Chester, as it was then 
known, in Chesterfi eld County. I went 
to entirely segregated public schools 
during what we now appreciate as 
socially troubling times which we did 
not then appreciate. Chesterfi eld 
County was then commonly viewed 
by Richmonders as remote since 
excepting the portions constituting 
Southside Richmond and areas along 
the James River to the east, the 
county was very rural. The people 
were largely a very hard-working 
middle class. My generation was 
given the clear message that success 
in life would depend on hard work, 
self-suffi  ciency and education. 
Many parents of my generation 
in Chesterfi eld were not college 
educated and we were given the clear 
message that would not be our fate.

Early reviews: 
I escaped from the fi rst grade and 
successfully hid in what I later learned 
was a terrifying experience for Mrs. 
Russell, my teacher. How would a 
teacher describe that?

Professional accomplishment:
My legacy, I hope, is integrity and 
fairness.  

My fi rst job:
My fi rst paying job was at age 13 as a 
fi eld hand earning 60 cents an hour, 
$24 a week. Most of my colleagues 
were the descendants of slaves and 
knew it and we were all treated and 
paid the same. It was the fi rst time in 
my life that I really saw how my life 
experience was starkly diff erent from 
others. 

A refl ection, rather than a war 
story:
Over the years, it has been my 
good fortune to have worked with 
many diff erent people and in an 
assortment of practice areas under 
varying circumstances. This includes 
litigation at every level of the state 
judicial system and every federal 
except the U.S. Supreme Court. I 
have handled transactional work and 

have essentially served as a business 
and personal counselor. The story 
that emerges is that animosity and 
vitriol have no place in our profession. 
Period. 

 I might have been: 
I came very close to medicine, but 
have always been fascinated with 
archeology as a combination of 
science and history.

Guilty pleasure: 
I don’t associate both pleasure and 
guilt with much of anything. I am 
sometimes told by close friends and 
relatives that my philosophy appears 
to be “nothing in moderation.” 

Favorite getaway: 
Home.

My next act: 
Finishing this act is the plan for now. 
As it is said, we only go around once 
in life so best to go all the way around 
the fi rst time. 

You don’t know: 
Most things people have fi gured out 
on their own and if not I have told 
them. I’m too boring to have much of 
anything anybody is interested in.

Charles L. Williams • Roanoke



Founder of his namesake firm 
in Ashland, Carl Witmeyer 
has been a practicing litigator 

for more than 40 years. He is an 
accomplished family law attorney 
and has achieved the highest 
honors a family law practitioner 
can earn.

Growing up: 
I was born and raised in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, which 
most people know to be Amish 
Country. In the 1950s-1960s, it 
was a very rural area with a lot 
of farming and some industry. I 
am the youngest of four siblings. 
We lived in a very good situation 
because of my father, who was a 
very hard worker and had three 
jobs, and my mother, who was 
disabled and still had a full time 
job. I feel I learned the value 
of hard work from both of my 
parents, and from my two aunts. 
The impact of having them 
around, especially in the summer 
to take care of my brother and 
me, was that we basically had 
three mothers taking care of us 
all the time.

Early reviews: 
In elementary school, I would 
have been described as studious 
and non-athletic.
  
Professional accomplishment: 
My most important professional 
accomplishment is receiving the 
Betty A. Thompson Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the 
Virginia State Bar Family Law 
Section in 2016.

My first job: 
I was as an associate at the law 
firm of Horwitz & Miller on 
West Cary Street in Carytown. 
I learned a lot of positive things 
from Mr. Miller, including 
organization skills, preparation 
skills, to include a method I still 
use for major hearings call “trial 
by notebook”. This organizes and 
requires preparation in advance 
of trial. I also learned things 
not to do to be successful as a 
practicing attorney there.

I might have been: 
A history teacher and a football 
coach.

Guilty pleasure: 
I like to spend a lot of time with 
my friends. 

Favorite getaway: 
Ocean City, New Jersey. My 
family and I have spent multiple 
summers there, and we have 
always spent at least two weeks 
a year at the Jersey Shore as a 
family, with our family and friends 
for now over 40 years, and 
continue to do so.

My next act: 
In my next act I want to continue 
to be a mentor and partner 
with Wes B. Witmeyer, my son, 
to pursue the practice of law 
together at The Witmeyer Law 
Firm.

You don’t know: 
I have always had a dog in my 
life since I was born. Everyone 
in my family has always been 
around dogs. We are huge dog 
lovers! I have also always driven 
a Ford automobile since the mid-
1980s and will continue to do so 
probably.

Virginia Lawyers Weekly
Hall of Fame

Carl J. Witmeyer II • Ashland



From all at the fi rm,

Congratulations
Barnes & Diehl, P.C., is very pleased to announce that Lawrence D. Diehl has been ranked 

“Number One” Virginia lawyer by Super Lawyers for 2020.
He joins Edward D. Barnes who was ranked “Number One” Virginia lawyer for the year 2018.
We are very proud of their accomplishments and congratulate them. It is a testament to hard 

work and dedication to the law in Virginia.
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work and dedication to the law in Virginia.
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