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Presenting the
Virginia Lawyers
Hall of Fame Class of 2022

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

In this supplement, you will meet 24  spe-
cial Virginia lawyers – accomplished men 
and women who have improved the legal 

profession in Virginia and left their individual 
marks in the law of the commonwealth.

They are the Class of 2022 of the Virginia 
Lawyers Hall of Fame, brought to you by 
Virginia Lawyers Weekly.

During the course of each year, Virginia 
Lawyers Weekly celebrates leading lawyers 
who set the standard for other lawyers in 
our Leaders in the Law program. We honor 
promising younger lawyers, or those within 
10 years of their bar admission, with the Up 
& Coming Lawyers awards.

And we salute law firm support personnel 
with our Unsung Legal Heroes program.

The Hall of Fame honors senior lawyers – 
those age 60 or older. 

Criteria for selection to the Hall include 
career accomplishments, contributions to the 
development of the law in Virginia, contribu-

tions to the bar and to the commonwealth 
and efforts to improve the quality of justice 
in Virginia.

We were very pleased with the many 
nominations we received and the excellence 
of the class of 2022. And we are looking 
forward to next year’s Hall of Fame event 
already.

In 2019 we added a category for posthu-
mous honors for outstanding lawyers who 
are no longer with us, but whose examples 
and fine work live on and deserve celebra-
tion.

The Class of 2022 was honored at a rec-
ognition awards event at the John Marshall 
Ballrooms in Richmond on March 30.

To the members of the class, we are so 
proud to share your accomplishments with 
the legal community and we give you our 
heartiest congratulations!

Virginia Lawyers Weekly 

Susan A. Bocamazo  
Senior Group Publisher

Kelly Caplan 
Group Editor

Nicholas Hurston  
News Editor

Page 2B  |   Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame • 2022 valawyersweekly.com



valawyersweekly.com Page 3B  |   Virginia Lawyers Hall of Fame • 2022

Congratulations 
Glenn!
�e Partners and your colleagues at Gentry Locke are so
proud of you and all you have accomplished. 

You are an outstanding litigator who has handled a stunningly 
broad range of cases over your 40-plus year career. You have 
tried more than 150 civil jury trials! It’s because of your 
uncompromising commitment and strong ethical and moral 
principles that you have represented your clients so well. 
Your induction into the Hall of Fame is well-deserved.

Glenn W. Pulley
Business Litigation attorney

Roanoke  |  Lynchburg  |  Richmond  |  gentrylocke.com
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JB Burtch represents attorneys and specializes in 
career turnarounds. A prolific writer, he practices 
mediation and alternative dispute resolution, and 

is an adjunct professor at the University of Richmond 
School of Law.

Growing up: 
I grew up in Niles, Ohio. My father was head of a small 
manufacturing company that made ice cans (used 
to freeze block ice). I was fascinated by dad’s tales of 
contentious labor union negotiations, which inspired my 
interest in labor and employment law. 

Early reviews: 
I was known as a reader. Most of my early teachers 
described me as “curious.”

On mentorship:  
Having been an adjunct professor of law at the University 
of Richmond since 1994, I’ve gotten to know generations 
of law students. Even today, some of these former 
students still call me when they encounter tough spots in 
their careers. 

Professional accomplishment: 
My most important professional accomplishment has 
been helping others achieve their dreams. My son, 
Douglas, has expanded the labor and employment 
practice I began and I’m proud of that.

My first job: 
At age 10, helping a lavender vendor fill sachets and small 
baskets and selling them from a sidewalk stand. I learned 

it was more effective to let customers be attracted to the 
product than to work to sell it to them.

Biggest challenge: 
Resisting giving in to unreasonable client demands. Our 
legal system is a process that sometimes frustrates clients 
expecting instant results or total vindication.

I might have been: 
I have always wanted to be a lawyer. But when I was in 
college I considered going to seminary.

Guilty pleasure: 
There is no form of tobacco I do not enjoy. I had to give 
up cigarettes in 1966 when I met the girl who is now my 
wife. But if you walk by our house on a summer evening, 
you just might smell some cigar smoke wafting from the 
screen porch.

Favorite getaway:
Paris or the Outer Banks. 

You don’t know: 
I am a trained spiritual director from the Ruah School 
at Richmond Hill and have been sitting with people for 
about 20 years.

Jack W. Burtch Jr. • Burtch Law, Richmond

Benton Burroughs Jr. has long been recognized as 
a national thought leader in the financial services 
sector and has served on the Virginia State Bar 

Taxation Section’s Board of Governors. He has spent 
more than 50 years in the practice of law. 

Growing up: 
I was raised in the Washington, D.C., area. My mother 
was the linchpin of our household, in addition to reaching 
a very high level in the U.S. civil service. I took my career 
cues from her.

On mentorship: 
I prefer a “teach-as-you-go” methodology focused 
on promoting younger professionals’ development of 
legal skills, and providing them with solid career advice 
they can use in advancing through the firm’s ranks 
and into partnership if that is what they aspire to do. 
I’d characterize my mentoring style as practical and 
pragmatic.

Professional accomplishment: 
In 1987, I represented all minority partners in the $2.2 
billion sale of Cellular One of Washington/Baltimore 
to Southwest Bell — the nation’s largest transaction that 
year. That was a highlight among the 350 merger and 
acquisition transactions I’ve completed so far in my career.

My first job: 
During summer breaks as a college student, I was hired 
as a clerk at a Maryland 7-Eleven. One night when the 
store was short-handed, I was asked to reconcile the cash 
register, which I accomplished about three times faster 

than the person usually responsible for that task. That 
allowed everyone to go home earlier than usual that 
evening. From then on, reconciling the register was part 
of my job. I learned that there are always opportunities 
when you have a skill that benefits your co-workers.

I might have been: 
I would have worked in the financial services field, 
in private equity, or venture capital or investment 
management.

Guilty pleasure: 
French food and Bordeaux wine.

My next act:  
I would relish becoming a sportscaster, particularly for the 
NFL’s Washington Commanders.

You don’t know: 
I have a deep love of dogs. My wife and I have a golden 
retriever named Ginny, the sixth golden retriever to share 
our lives. She has been trained to be a therapy dog and is 
quite a performer and comforter.

Benton Burroughs Jr. • Reed Smith, McLean
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C larence Dunnaville has devoted his life and 
career to social justice and civil rights. In 1965, 
he became the first Black attorney for AT&T, and 

today he continues building his legacy of fighting for 
access to justice for the poor. 

Growing up: 
I was born in segregated Roanoke during the Great 
Depression and the Jim Crow era. As the Ku Klux Klan 
raged, the most memorable and traumatic event in my 
life was the violent invasion of our home by the Klan when 
I was 8. They threatened to kill our family and burned our 
house down. Later, at Morgan State, I picketed against 
segregated facilities and sat in at lunch counters. Our 
group (CORE) was successful in ending segregation of 
several lunch counters in Baltimore in 1952 and 1953.

Early reviews: 
I was known as “precocious.”

On mentorship: 
During my early years, I engaged in programs to 
encourage young lawyers of color. I also co-founded the 
Council of Concerned Black Executives, a non-profit 
devoted to working within corporations to promote 
upward mobility of persons of color. In 1970, I co-founded 
the Association for Integration in Management to provide 
skills that would help Black managers move up the 
corporate ladder.

Professional accomplishment: 
I am most proud of my pro bono work in the area of 
diversity. I received the Lewis Powell Award in the mid 

1990s. As a member of the Senior Lawyers Conference, 
I petitioned the Supreme Court of Virginia to adopt an 
emeritus rule to permit retired attorneys to continue 
practicing as pro bono attorneys.

My first job:
I shined shoes and attended the men’s locker room in the 
Roanoke Country Club beginning when I was 13.

I might have been:  
An artist.

Guilty pleasure: 
Reggae music.

Favorite getaway:
Jamaica.

My next act: 
I would like to continue my efforts to improve the judicial 
system, specifically to end pretrial cash bail for indigent 
defendants, and continue my work to implement the 
establishment of restorative justice as an alternative 
method of dispute resolution.

You don’t know:
I was an honor guard at Robert F. Kennedy’s funeral.

Clarence M. Dunnaville • Midlothian

T im Cupp is well known for his extensive expe-
rience handling employment relationship cases 
and claims under the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

He has been recognized twice by Blue Ridge Legal 
Services for his pro bono work.

Growing up:
I grew up in western Rockingham County on 20 acres of 
farmland across from my grandfather’s farm. My father 
was a mechanic, and my mother was a homemaker and 
baker of some local renown.

Early reviews: 
Driven and intense on the one hand and insecure and 
self-conscious on the other.

Professional accomplishment: 
My most important accomplishment was showing up, 
representing people who needed to be given a voice in a 
dark moment, and trying to solve their problems.

My first job: 
I was a dishwasher at the Sheraton in Harrisonburg when 
I was still in high school. I worked with a refugee from 
Vietnam who spoke no English, and needed the job 
to support his family. I like to think that I learned a fair 
amount of humility in that job, but I know I gained great 
respect for that co-worker given his circumstances.

Greatest challenge:
My biggest challenge has been in learning that I cannot 
help everyone in every situation even when I want to do 
so.

Guilty pleasure:
Do potato chips count? 

I might have been:
Having observed a close friend’s career in academics, I 
believe I would have become a history professor if that 
path had been available to me.

Favorite getaway:
My favorite getaway spot is seated on my road bike, 
preferably moving along a country road west of Mt. 
Clinton in western Rockingham County. I compose some 
of my best “paper tiger” letters on those rides to get them 
out of my system.

My next act:
I would like to write. I don’t know yet whether I have 
anything to say, but I am hopeful that I will when the time 
comes.

You don’t know:
As a third-year college student, I was the runner-up in the 
intramural horseshoe tournament.

Timothy E. Cupp • Shelley Cupp Schulte, Harrisonburg
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W ith a background in construction, William 
Franczek focuses on construction law, 
public contract law and alternative dispute 

resolution. He is a fellow in the American College of 
Construction Lawyers and is regarded as an expert in 
mediation, arbitration and conflict management. 

Growing up: 
I was born and raised in the Finger Lakes area of Upstate 
New York. I have three siblings and one daughter. After 
seven years working as a civil engineer, I went to law 
school at Syracuse University. After graduation, I left New 
York for better weather and took a job with Vandeventer 
Black in Norfolk. I like to tell people I’ve only had two jobs 
in my life — not so common these days.

Early reviews: 
Kind of a class clown-type, but still studious.

On mentorship:
I’ve enjoyed working with all the young lawyers in our 
firm, having recruited some of them myself. I particularly 
enjoyed working with Gretchen Ostroff, a fellow civil 
engineer from Virginia Tech and a lawyer from the 
University of Richmond.

Professional accomplishment: 
I have served my clients well, and ultimately became 
a sought-after arbitrator and mediator on a national 
platform.

Biggest challenge:
I was the managing partner of Vandeventer Black from 

2000-2014, which was a big challenge, balancing the 
needs of the firm while serving our firm’s clients at the 
same time.

First job:  
I graduated from Syracuse University with a degree in civil 
engineering and went to work after college with Stone 
and Webster Engineering, constructing nuclear power 
plants in the Northeast.

I might have been: 
In a career involving something to do with sports. I’m a 
huge college basketball fan.

Guilty pleasure: 
Travel. I go all over the world with my daughter, including 
places like Tanzania and Zanzibar, Greece, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Alaska and many places in the U.S.

Favorite getaway: 
Italy.

My next act: 
Continue my ADR practice and travel.

You don’t know: 
I used to play the organ in church before I went off to 
college, and I resigned from our law firm in 1982 and came 
back five months later.

William Franczek • Vandeventer Black, Norfolk

A s a leading business attorney, John Flora has 
made significant accomplishments in the 
agriculture law and natural resources sector, in-

cluding as counsel to numerous agri-business start-ups. 
He also served as lead counsel for the first wind farm 
developer in Virginia. 

Growing up: 
I was born in Weyers Cave, a preacher’s kid. From 
fourth grade through high school, our family lived in 
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania.

Early reviews:  
I was known as a good student.

On mentorship: 
I lead by example with civility, professionalism and 
philanthropy.

Professional accomplishment:
Being recognized as a trusted advisor.

My first job: 
Delivering newspapers. I learned how to fold and throw 
newspapers. However, my fourth job, waiting tables, 
taught me patience.

Biggest challenge: 
My biggest challenge was working with a team of 
professionals to fend off the Tyson hostile take-over of 
WLR Foods, and establishing a start-up — now a highly 
successful turkey cooperative, Virginia Poultry Growers 
Cooperative, in Hinton.

I might have been: 
Involved in education.

Guilty pleasure: 
At this stage in my professional career, my guilty pleasure 
is taking a day off during the week to spend time with my 
grandsons.

Favorite getaway: 
Telluride, Colorado.

My next act: 
I would like to enjoy the outdoors, hike, bike and ski more 
than I do today.

You don’t know: 
I was head waiter at the King’s Arms Tavern in 
Williamsburg. And I took the first set of quarterback 
snaps in the scrimmage at Gettysburg College against T. 
C. Williams (“Remember the Titans,” anyone?).

John W. Flora • Flora Pettit, Harrisonburg
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A legendary Southwest Virginia practitioner, 
Robert Galumbeck has served as both common-
wealth’s attorney and Tazewell county attorney. 

He continues to serve clients today in general practice. 

Growing up: 
I was born in Portsmouth and grew up in Norfolk in a 
typical middle class family. Our house was 1,200 square 
feet. We did not go on vacations as a family. My first 
vacation was in college with friends.

Early reviews: 
Geek, polite and active in class. Yes, I even had a plastic 
pencil and pen protector in my shirt. Always had high 
grades and participated in class discussions. I got in 
trouble a couple of times and was put in the corner with a 
dunce hat on.

On mentorship: 
I had two assistants when I worked as commonwealth’s 
attorney. I have had five associates. I would think that I 
mentored them all. They became excellent attorneys. 

Professional accomplishment: 
I was honest with clients, attorneys and court personnel. I 
want to be remembered as trustworthy, nice and a person 
who works hard and wins.

My first job: 
In Norfolk at Carrols of Virginia, for $1.50 an hour. I can 
remember the slick crawl up above the oil for fish and 
potatoes.

Biggest challenge: 
Making money, trusting younger clients and new 
attorneys. Southwest Virginia is not exactly a rich 
destination. 

I might have been:  
Involved in population studies. In college in 1972, the field 
was changing its name to demography. Today, it is an 
important field.

Guilty pleasure: 
Watching chick-flicks and romantic comedies. Eating 
a good, well-flavored, bone-in ribeye. Collecting and 
shooting my firearms. Sometimes it’s as simple as an 
afternoon nap.

Favorite getaway: 
Australia, Rome, The Vatican, Las Vegas, Chicago.

My next act: 
Retire. Maybe do some simple job to keep me awake 
during the day. 

You don’t know: 
I graduated from high school with the highest GPA in 
the entire Tidewater area, and I used to work on cars and 
motorcycles for money and/or beer in college and law 
school.

Robert M. Galumbeck • Galumbeck & Kegley, Tazewell
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V ic Glasberg turned to civil rights law following 
the 1968 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., at which time he was a doctoral student in 

history at Harvard. To this day, he focuses on plaintiffs’ 
civil rights litigation.

Growing up: 
I was born and raised in New York City. I went to public 
school through college. My parents, refugees from Hitler, 
imbued my sister and me with progressive and egalitarian 
values.

On mentorship: 
I am aware of what I have gained by having been helped 
by others. I try to make myself available to anyone asking 
for a consultation on civil rights litigation. I also mentor 
law student interns interested in pursuing a career in civil 
rights work.

Professional accomplishment: 
Most of my cases have been important mostly to the 
individual plaintiffs. Cases with broader implications 
include: Enjoining disruption of a women’s medical clinic 
providing abortions (1980); securing meaningful voting 
rights for Black residents of Warrenton (1986); striking 
a state law prohibiting gays from working in bars (1991); 
striking an intrusive mental health inquiry by the Board 
of Bar Examiners (1995); requiring the Department of 
Corrections to treat transgender inmates (2003, 2013); 
striking the Department of Corrections rule keeping 
death row inmates in permanent 23-hour solitary (2019); 
and striking a state law requiring applicants for marriage 

licenses to label themselves by race (2019).

My first job: 
I first worked for Philip Hirschkop as one of the two 
lawyers who brought the case Loving v. Virginia, which 
in 1967 struck down laws prohibiting marriage between 
whites and non-whites. From Phil, I learned not to be 
afraid of judges.

Biggest challenge: 
Earning a living while doing civil rights work.

I might have been: 
I was on my way to becoming a college teacher of history 
when Martin Luther King Jr. was killed, following which I 
changed my professional trajectory.

Guilty pleasure: 
Nasty lawyer jokes.

Next act: 
More of the same.

Favorite getaway: 
My living room sofa with a book.

You don’t know: 
I spoke French before speaking English, and I hold dual 
citizenship with Poland.

Victor M. Glasberg • Victor M. Glasberg & Associates, 
Alexandria

Appointed as a U.S. District Court judge in 2010 
by President Barack Obama, John Gibney has 
established himself as a jurist dedicated to his 

duties, the fair administration of justice, and stewardship 
of the law.

Growing up: 
I grew up in Coatesville, a small steel mill town in 
Pennsylvania. My childhood memories are typical of kids 
in a small town: playing sandlot sports and prowling the 
woods.

Early reviews: 
A moderately bright nerd.

On mentorship: 
I have tried to help the associates at my firms, my 
students at William & Mary and, of course, my law clerks. 
I have emphasized to them that while it’s important to 
do good work in every case, it’s even more important to 
respect the humanity of your clients, colleagues and the 
other people you meet practicing law. 

Professional accomplishment: 
I’m proud to serve as a judge, and to teach at William 
& Mary Law School. I would like to be remembered as 
someone who tried to be kind, caring and polite to the 
people he met in life.

My first job: 
Selling burgers at a restaurant called “The Gizmo Jr.” 
Hamburgers were 17 cents, cheeseburgers 19 cents, fries 

a dime. The owner charged three cents for ketchup. The 
restaurant eventually closed. I learned to deal with all 
kinds of customers and to treat them with respect. I also 
learned that charging people for ketchup is a good way to 
go out of business.

Biggest challenge: 
My biggest professional challenge has been to treat each 
client, and each case, as a fresh experience. After a while, 
you seem to get the same case over and over again, 
whether in practice or on the bench. But you can’t just 
look at the people in court; you have to see them.

Guilty pleasure: 
Eating Edy’s mint chocolate chip ice cream with my 
grandchildren.

Favorite getaway:
The North End of Virginia Beach.

My next act: 
To continue working, teaching and spending more time 
with my wife, children and grandchildren. 

You don’t know: 
My favorites foods are clams and watermelon, and I read 
“Moby Dick” every four or five years.

John A. Gibney Jr.  • U.S. District Court for the Eastern  
District of Virginia, Richmond
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Nominations are Open for Virginia’s Go To Lawyers 2022!
Virginia Lawyers Weekly identifies and recognizes leading lawyers across the common-
wealth who are your Go To attorneys in particular fields of law. Don’t miss the chance to 

shine a spotlight on the worthy attorneys in your network.  

valawyersweekly.com/go-to-lawyers-employment-nomination

EMPLOYMENT LAW

VIRGINIA’S Nomination Deadline 
April 29, 2022

Feature Publishes 
June 27, 2022

valawyersweekly.com/go-to-lawyers-intellectual-property-nomination

VIRGINIA’S

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Nomination Deadline 
July 29, 2022

Feature Publishes 
September 26, 2022 

valawyersweekly.com/go-to-lawyers-medical-malpractice-nomination

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

VIRGINIA’S Nomination Deadline 
September 30, 2022

Feature Publishes 
December 12, 2022
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Bud Hart is a highly regarded land use attorney who 
has had a hand in numerous major developments 
in Northern Virginia. He also has provided pro 

bono legal services for the non-profit Hopkins House for 
35 years. 

Growing up: 
I was born in Chicago and grew up in Milwaukee. I 
have memories of neighborhood sports and summers 
living with and working for my aunt and uncle in their 
welding supply business in Wisconsin. I was awarded 
an All-Catholic Conference football trophy and a 
college football scholarship, and won a full scholarship to 
Georgetown Law Center.

Early reviews: 
More interested in sports than scholastics.

On mentorship: 
I engaged in friend-to-friend and law clerk mentoring at 
weekly meetings to discuss cases in the Alexandria courts. 
We mentored each other effectively.

Professional accomplishment: 
Getting an arson case dismissed in a court-appointed 
case against a 17-year-old African American charged with 
throwing a Molotov cocktail into an occupied tavern late 
at night. He was incorrectly identified in a lineup. That was 
very important socially and personally. He went on to build 
a successful business with his two sons.  

My first job: 
My uncle and aunt’s welding supply business at 14 and 

15. I learned that hard work and paying my own way is 
satisfying. I also learned that putting my whole self into 
a job is rewarding, sort of like hard work can be its own 
reward.

Biggest challenge: 
Taking on major cases early in my career. Trying major 
cases or bringing on major zoning or other land use 
matters before the city council is challenging, particularly 
when there’s citizen opposition or high-quality counsel in 
opposition.

I might have been: 
A teacher and coach.

Harry P. Hart • Wire Gill, Alexandria

A s an attorney from Richmond, Roger Gregory 
made history in 2000 when he became the first 
African American to be appointed to the U.S. 

Court of Appeals. He has served as chief judge since 
2016. 

Growing up: 
Growing up in Petersburg was a rich experience of family 
and friendship. My parents worked at a tobacco factory, 
and even though those were times of racial segregation, 
my community gave me a beautiful affirmation of life and 
a true sense of who I was and what I could become. I was 
adopted, but I didn’t know that until I started high school. I 
gained a deeper appreciation for my parents because they 
chose me. 

Early reviews: 
A playful prankster.

On mentorship: 
The Hon. L. Douglas Wilder was my law partner and 
mentor. Under his guidance, I learned the art and science 
of trial advocacy. I endeavored to mentor young lawyers at 
Wilder & Gregory and beyond with a single goal: to make 
available to them what Gov. Wilder had given to me.

Professional accomplishment: 
By the grace of God, Gov. Wilder and U.S. senators and 
presidents gave me the opportunity to serve as a federal 
appellate judge. 

My first job: 
The summer after graduating high school, I worked as 

a teacher’s aide at Peabody High School. The program 
provided an educational boost to low-income children 
who would be transitioning from elementary to high 
school in the fall. 

Biggest challenge: 
Serving as managing partner of Wilder & Gregory for a 
decade, while practicing law full-time.

I might have been: 
A naval officer.

Guilty pleasure: 
Spending a Saturday afternoon eating popcorn, peanuts 
and cookies, and watching classic TV westerns.

Favorite getaway:
Spending a weekend at the river in the heart of Virginia’s 
historic waterman country.

My next act:
I would like to teach American literature and history at 
a liberal arts college and open a community theatre to 
showcase the talents of young actors and works of new 
playwrights and poets.

You don’t know: 
I am a shy person. I don’t eat chocolate or cheese, and 
don’t drink coffee or tea.

Chief Judge Roger L. Gregory • U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the 4th Circuit, Richmond
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Brian M. Hirsch • Hirsch & Ehlenberger, Reston

B rian Hirsch is a leading divorce attorney who has 
been litigating and settling cases in Northern 
Virginia since 1985. He has also been certified in 

family mediation by the Virginia Supreme Court.

Growing up: 
My father was in the military until I was 9 years old. We 
settled in Philadelphia when he retired. My favorite 
memory is playing street hockey in our neighborhood. 

Early reviews: 
I was a good, curious student. Also, socially awkward and 
a bit out of step with other kids.

On mentorship: 
I have mentored all the lawyers in my firm, which is one of 
the more enjoyable aspects of practicing law. 

Professional accomplishment: 
I chaired the Family Law Section of the Virginia State Bar 
in 2006-2007. I also am proud of being the founder and 
editor of the Virginia Family Law Quarterly, the official 
publication of the Virginia State Bar Family Law Section. 

My first job: 
Cutting neighbors’ lawns using my dad’s old Jacobsen 
lawnmower. I learned a lot about life and running a small 
business, including the benefits of hard work and being 
responsible (as well as some small engine repair).

Biggest challenge: 
Trying to balance my professional and personal lives.

I might have been: 
A teacher. I was accepted to a JD/Ph.D. program at a 
university in New York, which would have led me more 
down an academic path. After I realized that I wanted to 
go to law school in Washington, D.C., and practice law, I 
passed on that opportunity.

Guilty pleasure: 
I like non-fiction, so probably watching a nerdy 
documentary.

Favorite getaway: 
We have a beach house in Bethany Beach. It has been 
our haven during the past few years of insanity. In fact, I 
am writing my answers to this question in Bethany Beach, 
looking out over the canal.

You don’t know: 
I am a fairly decent woodworker and have a home shop 
where I make everything from furniture to bowls to 
jewelry boxes. Also, I am an avid baseball fan — but that 
is not a well-hidden secret, since my license plate reads 
“LUV BSBL.”

The first Black chief justice of the Virginia Su-
preme Court, Leroy Rountree Hassell Sr. was as 
a strong voice against racial discrimination and a 

champion of mental health law reform.

Hassell grew up in a family of educators in Norfolk. His 
father was an assistant school principal, while his mother 
was a school social worker. He graduated from Norview 
High School, where he was the first Black student to 
win the University of Richmond’s prestigious debate 
tournament.

Hassell went on to graduate from the University 
of Virginia and earn his law degree from Harvard Law 
School. He began his legal career in 1980 in Richmond 
at McGuire, Woods, Battle & Boothe, where he made 
partner in just seven years.

While working at McGuire Woods, Hassell chaired 
the Richmond School Board and became involved in 
professional and civic activities. He left the firm in 1989 at 
age 34, when he was appointed as just the second African 
American justice on the Virginia Supreme Court. He was 
elected chief justice in 2002 and served until his death in 
2011 at 55.

Hassell notably dissented from a 4-3 Virginia Supreme 
Court ruling that a 50-year state ban on cross burning 
violated the First Amendment right to free expression 
in 2001. The ruling also overturned the convictions of 
a Ku Klux Klan leader and two other men. In 2003, the 
U.S. Supreme Court sided with Hassell, upholding the 
Virginia statute that made it a crime to burn a cross when 
intended as a direct threat.

Hassell helped create the Virginia Commission on 
Mental Health Law Reform in 2006. The commission, 
which included politicians, academic experts and 
consumer and family advocacy groups, recommended 
comprehensive reforms to the state’s mental health 
system after decades of systemic problems. The 
commission’s work was accelerated after the fatal 2007 
Virginia Tech shooting rampage by a student.

Among Hassell’s many awards were the Virginia Bar 
Association’s Distinguished Service Award, the Strong 
Men & Women in Virginia History Award from the 
Library of Virginia and Dominion, and the American Bar 
Association’s Liberty Bell Award.

Hon. Leroy R. Hassell Sr. (1955-2011) • Richmond
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Over the course of his 40-year career, McGuire-
Woods partner George Martin has been one of 
Virginia’s preeminent real estate and construc-

tion attorneys. He has established himself as a champi-
on of affordable housing, an innovator of public-private 
partnerships and a legal trailblazer. 

Growing up:
I was raised in Richmond, one block from Maymont Park. 
We had a really tight group of kids in our neighborhood, 
and we called ourselves “the family.” We remain close 
today. I made Eagle Scout at 14 and that year, we took 
a memorable trip to Philmont Boy Scout Ranch in New 
Mexico. It took a year to save money for the trip, but 
it was one of the highlights of my youth. We had the 
absolute best scoutmaster, Linwood Ross, who took us 
camping at least once a month and a full week in the 
summer.

Early reviews: 
I read the encyclopedia for fun, so I suspect they would 
call me nerdy.

On mentorship: 
I served on our recruiting committee for 10 years and 
through this experience I had the opportunity to meet, 
recruit and mentor some amazing people, many of whom 
have gone on to do some incredible things. It was an 
honor to be associated with this talented group.

Professional accomplishment: 
Helping clients structure and close some complicated yet 
interesting public private partnership transactions, and 

helping recruit Jon Harmon, firm chairman.

My first job: 
In high school I worked as a stock boy at Pier 1, and I did 
pretty much anything the owners directed me to do. At 
times it was hard, especially when I had to unload a semi, 
but I learned the value of hard work.

Biggest challenge: 
I am passionate about my work and I get really upset 
when a deal fails to close.

I might have been: 
An architect.

Guilty pleasure: 
My mother-in-law’s sweet potato pie.

Favorite getaway:
Cape May, New Jersey.

My next act: 
Teach on the college or law school level and continue 
working with children in ministry.

You don’t know: 
I started teaching 5-year-olds at church in 1986, and 
physics was my all-time favorite course.

George Keith Martin • McGuireWoods, Richmond

Christopher M. Malone • ThompsonMcMullan, Richmond

Chris Malone has served for 20 years as president 
and managing director of ThompsonMcMullan. 
As an adoptive parent of three, he understands 

the adoption process and maintains an extensive family 
law practice while also focusing on general business 
affairs.

Growing up: 
I grew up in Alexandria. My grandfather owned and 
operated a pharmacy and was the pharmacist to the 
White House for several administrations. My brothers and 
I delivered prescriptions on the weekend, including to the 
home of then Sen. John F. Kennedy. 

Early reviews: 
A good student and generally well-behaved.

On mentorship: 
It has been my honor to be a mentor and sounding board 
for many of my colleagues and lawyers at other firms. It 
is a great privilege and responsibility to practice law, and 
we have a unique opportunity to serve the rule of law, our 
clients and our community.

Professional accomplishment: 
Representing a remarkable young man who had suffered 
horrific burns in an industrial accident. I was humbled by 
his resilience in facing the challenges of his injuries and his 
remarkably positive attitude in all things.

My first job: 
I was a laborer working for a masonry contractor, carrying 
cinderblocks up a series of scaffolds and stacking them 

for the masons. I was wearing myself out rushing back 
and forth until one of the laborers said I needed to slow 
down because “we don’t need to build this building in one 
day.” It was a good reminder to have patience and not get 
ahead of yourself.

I might have been: 
My dream was to own and run a country hardware store 
with perpetual inventory, a checkerboard, a coffee pot 
and a potbelly stove for cold, rainy days.

Guilty pleasure: 
Gathering with my wife and friends around a backyard fire 
in the evening, watching the moon come up and seeing 
the stars come out.

Favorite getaway:
Anywhere in Maine, the maritime provinces of Canada, 
or Ireland.

You don’t know: 
I was once a stage manager and stand-in student director 
for a show at William & Mary in which Glennie Wade — 
better known as Glenn Close — performed.
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John T. Midgett • Midgett Preti Olansen, Virginia Beach

John Midgett rose to prominence through his long 
experience handling state planning, administra-
tion and taxation, estate and trust litigation, and 

family business planning. He is a fellow in the American 
College of Trust and Estate Planning Counsel.

Growing up:  
I am a native of Norfolk, one of eight children in a 
blended family and a first-generation college graduate. 
College and law school were both self-financed and, after 
seven years of consecutive education, I began my career 
with no education debt.

Early reviews: 
Intelligent but not challenged. Many thought I was 
studying to be an astronaut. I once heard a teacher tell my 
father that I was taking up space in school.

On mentorship: 
I began mentoring as part of an initiative for the Norfolk-
Portsmouth Bar Association. My first mentee, Todd Preti, 
is now one of the shareholders in my firm.

Professional accomplishment: 
My work with the Wills, Trusts & Estates section of the 
Virginia Bar Association and its legislative committee, 
helping shape Virginia law in the areas of estate planning 
and administration, has been the most gratifying aspect 
of my career. Second would be writing and lecturing on 
relevant estate planning and administration topics for 
continuing education credits for other lawyers.

My first job: 
Working for my father at a moving firm. As I weighed 
about 120 pounds at the time, I learned the importance of 
working smart and customer relations. 

Biggest challenge: 
Assembling a group of talented and compatible lawyers, 
and working as one combined organization. I think I have 
finally gotten it right.

I might have been: 
I had considered being an architect but lacked the real 
talent to have pursued that professionally.

Guilty pleasure: 
I don’t cook, but I enjoy watching cooking shows. If it has 
the word “chef” in it, I’ll watch it.

Favorite getaway: 
The Outer Banks of North Carolina.

You don’t know: 
I once performed a stand-up comedy routine. (Like my 
first court case, it was not successful.) Also, having been 
born on the anniversary of the Pearl Harbor bombing, I 
have an interest in World War II history.

Congratulations, Bud,
on your selection to the 2022 
Hall of Fame. We’re proud of 
all your years of service to 
the profession and, as 
importantly, to your 
community. Your 
example to all of us 
at Wire Gill is one we 
hope to emulate for 
years to come.
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Justice Cleo E. Powell • Virginia Supreme Court,  
Richmond

C leo Powell has served as a justice on the Virginia 
Supreme Court for more than a decade. She 
leads the Rule of Law Day in conjunction with 

the Virginia State Bar’s Diversity Conference.

Growing up: 
I grew up in segregated Brunswick County with 
five siblings. Ours was a family community where 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins were my 
neighborhood. In elementary school, our school system 
integrated. One of my most enduring early childhood 
memories is being educated by strong African American 
women.

Early reviews: 
A thirst for education, a heart for people and an 
appreciation of the rules. One of the most exacting 
teachers at the high school wrote in my yearbook, “With 
your drive, ambition, and determination you are destined 
for success.”

On mentorship: 
Often, I will meet a young lawyer, a law student or 
someone aspiring to be a lawyer, and I will invite them 
to call me so that we can talk. Often, the call results in a 
long-term relationship where I am available when needed 
at different phases of their journey.

Professional accomplishment: 
The fact that a young African American girl educated in 
the school system of rural Brunswick County could attend 
the University of Virginia and become a justice of the 

Supreme Court of Virginia. 

My first job: 
My first paying job was at a women’s clothing store. I 
learned to take pride in the service I gave. 

Biggest challenge: 
Knowing when to say when. 

I might have been: 
I have wanted to be a lawyer since I was 13. Perhaps a 
doctor or a teacher. 

Guilty pleasure: 
Ice cream with lots of mix-ins.

Favorite getaway: 
Any beach. Preferably with white powdery sand.

My next act: 
I am toying with the idea of a project that helps students 
get an early start in life, breaking down the barriers that 
impede their trajectory.

You don’t know: 
I am a highly functioning introvert, and one of my greatest 
joys for the last 30 years has been teaching K-5th graders 
in Children’s Church. We have the best time marching 
through the halls singing “Father Abraham.”

Lavinia Marian Fleming Poe was a groundbreaking 
attorney and the first African American woman in 
Virginia licensed to practice law. 

Born in Warwick County in August 1890, Poe 
was married with two children when she worked as a 
stenographer and bookkeeper in the 1910s. Around 
1920, she began working with Newport News attorney J. 
Thomas Newsome and developed an interest in the law. 

While Virginia had allowed women to practice 
law since 1920, its law schools didn’t accept African 
Americans, so Poe enrolled in the Howard University 
School of Law in Washington, D.C. She earned her 
law degree in 1925 and passed the Virginia bar exam, 
beginning a legal career that would endure for a half-

century.
She briefly worked for a Washington, D.C., firm before 

returning to Newport News and, in 1941, she became a 
founding member — and the only female member — of 
the Old Dominion Bar Association for African American 
Lawyers.

Active in the community, Poe helped organize the 
Newport News branch of the NAACP in 1933 and 
worked with the Virginia Peninsula committee for the 
United Negro College Fund. She mentored dozens of 
young African American attorneys over the course of her 
practice. She died in 1974 at the age of 83.

A room in the Downing-Gross Cultural Arts Center 
in Newport News is named in her honor.

Lavinia Marian Fleming Poe • Newport News (1890-1974)
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Bob Seabolt, a consultant and COO with IST, 
enjoyed early-career success as a trial lawyer at 
Mays & Valentine. In 2001, he led a merger with 

Troutman Sanders (currently Troutman Pepper), creat-
ing a prestigious national law firm.

Growing up: 
I lived most of my childhood in Newport News as the 
oldest of four children. I won spelling bees and checkers 
tournaments, greatly enjoying the competition.

Early reviews: 
Talkative and outgoing, with leadership abilities.

On mentorship: 
I learned to practice law from some of the most admired 
lawyers in Virginia, including Jim Roberts, Tony Troy and 
Russ Palmore. During my years of full-time litigation 
practice, I tried to pass their lessons on to younger 
lawyers.

Professional accomplishment: 
In 2001, with the support of lawyers across the firm, I 
led the merger of Mays & Valentine into Atlanta-based 
Troutman Sanders (now Troutman Pepper).

My first job: 
After high school, I worked in the Newport News 
Shipyard as part of the clean-up crew on the USS 
Eisenhower. 

Biggest challenge: 
As a young litigator in the 1980s, I accepted any matter 
offered to me. This came to a head when I handled 
two complex, private adoptions. Both matters left 
the adoptive parents and me in a constant state of 
uncertainty and anxiety. Fortunately, both were concluded 
successfully.

I might have been: 
A debate coach at the college or high school level. 
I decided to attend UVA Law, but I continued my 
involvement with high school debate.

Guilty pleasure: 
I enjoy buying and selling on eBay. I also am a fan of all 
sports at the University of Richmond.

Favorite getaway: 
The Homestead Resort, where I attend the Virginia Bar 
Association summer meeting.

My next act: 
Currently I am a consultant to law firms, working with IST 
Management Services.

You don’t know: 
I wrote a book on juggling, with illustrations, and I 
auditioned at ABC Studios in New York City for “Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire.” I was one of 30 (out of 300) 
auditioners who passed the written test, but I was never 
contacted to be on the show.

Robert D. Seabolt • IST Management Services, Richmond

G lenn Pulley has tried more than 150 civil jury 
trials. He led a product liability case that settled 
for $8 million, making it Virginia Lawyers Week-

ly’s largest settlement of 2020.

Growing up: 
I grew up in Courtland. There was a large garden in the 
backyard and, until I was about 8 years old, we raised free 
range chickens that were sold on Saturdays. I learned to 
appreciate everything outdoors: hunting quail, fishing in 
the Nottaway River and roaming everywhere on my bike.

Early reviews: 
A handful. But a good student.

On mentorship: 
I have always tried to explain to young lawyers, paralegals 
and legal assistants not only what I wanted to accomplish 
but the why and how. The client and my colleagues 
benefit from this approach.

Professional accomplishment:
Serving in a leadership position as a fellow in the 
American College of Trial Lawyers, into which I was 
inducted in New York City in 2002.

My first job: 
My first part-time job was paperboy for the town, with 
55 customers. Later, during summers while in college, I 
earned enough to pay tuition by working at Union Camp 
Paper Corporation in Franklin. You actually can get used 
to the smell of a paper mill when it pays $4.45 an hour.

I might have been: 
Probably a ranger or wildlife manager at a national or 
state park.

Guilty pleasure:
Two hot dogs. One will just make you mad.

Favorite getaway:
Our cabin at Wildwood Lake just across the North 
Carolina line south of Danville, where only trolling motors, 
canoes and kayaks are allowed. We manage the fishery 
for largemouth bass and hybrid stripers. My favorite birds 
are the birds that hunt: ospreys, kingfishers, owls and 
hawks.

You don’t know:
At the paper mill, when I was 18 years old, I was asked to 
work a double shift and said yes. Bad answer. At around 
3 a.m., I was awakened by a loud noise, which was me 
hitting a utility pole with the bulldozer I was driving.

Glenn W. Pulley • Gentry Locke, Roanoke
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Known as a top land use and commercial real 
estate attorney with particular prowess in consen-
sus-building, James Theobald has represented 

some of the industry’s largest developers to secure 
approvals for Virginia’s most notable projects.

Growing up: 
I grew up in Ravenna, Ohio, with tree-lined streets and 
sidewalks that permitted you to walk or ride a bike from 
one end of the city to the other. My father owned a meat 
processing plant and my mother was a secretary. I’ve 
never known two people who worked so hard for the 
benefit of their family. That work ethic and willingness to 
sacrifice for others have been motivations for my entire 
life. 

Early reviews: 
Bright and driven.

On mentorship: 
As chairman of the Commercial Real Estate Section, I 
trained new associates in the transactional practice of 
commercial real estate law. As president of the firm, I 
ensured young attorneys had leadership opportunities. As 
retirement loomed, I focused on grooming a successor to 
my rezoning and land use practice.

Professional accomplishment:  
Becoming a top land use attorney and having a hand in a 
voluminous number of high-quality developments in the 
metro Richmond area.

My first job: 
Working for my father at the plant and learning about 
hard work and interacting with the public. My first job 
out of law school was with Lawyers Title, where I learned 
how to apply the law to creatively find a way to make a 
challenge work.

Biggest challenge: 
Leading the firm through the transition of the firm’s 
founders and through a number of recessions.

I might have been:  
An urban planner.

Guilty pleasure: 
Performing in a rock band for charities as well as solo 
performances at the winery.

Favorite getaway:  
Foreign travel, hiking in national parks and relaxing at the 
beach.

My next act: 
In addition to performing and teaching yoga, my wife, 
Mary, and I are one of five couples actively involved in 
Valley Road Vineyards, which we helped develop.

You don’t know: 
People are often surprised to see me on stage or teaching 
their yoga class (although they may not recognize me 
right away).

James Theobald • Hirschler, Richmond

Over the course of his 50-year career at Hunton 
Andrews Kurth and its predecessor, Hunton & 
Williams, Tom Slater has handled more than 

70 jury trials in state and federal courts throughout 
the country, and has been admitted pro hac vice in 14 
jurisdictions. 

Growing up:  
I grew up on our family farm, Rose Hill, near Upperville, 
where we still raise Angus cattle. My first trip to 
Richmond was to the state fair to show my prize steer. At 
least I thought he was a prize, but he placed third in his 
class.

Early reviews: 
Tenacious and full of energy, at least on a good day.

On mentorship: 
I have been blessed to be surrounded by bright and 
talented lawyers my entire career. Many of these have 
made partner, such as Steve Demm, Doug Garrou, John 
Gary Maynard and Wendell Taylor, managing partner of 
our Washington office.

Professional accomplishment: 
As a trial lawyer I always tried to achieve a result in each 
case that would be in the clients’ best interest. At the 
same time, I tried to make sure that the manner in which 
I conducted myself was in keeping with the highest 
professional standards of our profession. 

My first job: 
I started as trial team associate at Hunton, fresh out of law 

school. I had my first jury trial shortly after joining the firm, 
and I had the benefit of taking a trial advocacy course my 
last semester taught by Judge Butzner. 

Biggest challenge: 
Trying to serve our clients to the best of my ability while 
spending quality time with my family.

I might have been: 
A large animal vet, but my chemistry grades did not 
support that goal.

Guilty pleasure: 
Rum raisin ice cream.

Favorite getaway:
Figure Eight Island in summer and Captiva Island in 
winter.

My next act: 
Continue doing what I am doing now, enjoy time with my 
family, watch my grandkids play sports and raise cattle.

You don’t know: 
I enjoy hard work on our farm, whether building and 
repairing fences or making hay when it’s 90 degrees. 

Thomas G. Slater Jr. • Hunton Andrews Kurth, Richmond
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Anotable trial lawyer focusing on business litiga-
tion, Tom Wolf is general counsel to a variety of 
companies and a past president of the Interna-

tional Alliance of Law Firms. 

Growing up: 
I grew up in Hockessin, Delaware, San Mateo, California, 
and Atlanta, Georgia, and attended six different schools 
before college.

Early reviews: 
Known as Janet and Glenda’s little brother.

On mentorship:
I have been blessed to work with and help form 
outstanding younger lawyers: Tim Kaine, David Hopper, 
David Horner, John Craddock, Michele Burke Craddock, 
Jack Robb, Ken Stout, Jason Goldsmith and others. I 
have sought to teach through example a love for the 
law, the need to strive for excellence, a healthy balance 
of work life and personal life, and a sense of fun in the 
practice.

Professional accomplishment: 
Being the senior member of an outstanding trial team 
that proved redlining against a major insurance carrier 
and won the then-largest civil rights verdict in U.S. history. 
The case was reported around the world and significantly 
changed how the insurance industry serves minority 
neighborhoods.

My first job: 
Working for a caterer at large functions at 15. Lesson 

learned: Wash the lettuce you just uncrated before you 
make 200 salads with it (people don’t like biting down on 
grit). 

Biggest challenge: 
Convincing the Virginia Supreme Court to throw out 
the criminal conviction of the world’s largest spammer 
because the statute used to prosecute him violated the 
First Amendment.

I might have been: 
A middle school teacher.

Guilty pleasure: 
Coffee.

Favorite getaway: 
My cabin on the Rockfish River in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains.

My next act: 
I would love to play in the NBA.

You don’t know: 
I’m a Quaker, which means that I believe God is manifest 
in every person, and when I was a partner in a Main Street 
law firm, I was arrested in the office of U.S. Senator Paul 
Trible during a sit-in protest against U.S. support for 
sponsors of terrorism in Central America.

Thomas M. Wolf • Miles & Stockbridge, Richmond

Born in 1913 in Alexandria, Tucker grew up in the 
segregated South and attended Armstrong High 
School in Washington, D.C. He graduated from 

Howard University with a bachelor’s degree in 1933 
and went on to study law as part of the Virginia Law 
Reader’s Program. He obtained his license to practice in 
1934 at the age of 20 and spent the bulk of his career as 
a partner at Tucker, Hill & Marsh.  

In 1939, Tucker orchestrated the Alexandria Sit-In. 
He sent five young African American men to stage a 
peaceful protest at the whites-only library on Queen 
Street. He instructed them to ask for a library card, 
knowing the librarian would refuse, and advised them 
to take a book and read, to be polite, dress well and 
offer no resistance. They were arrested for disorderly 
conduct. Tucker successfully defended the men in court, 
compelling a judge to drop the charges.

A month after the Alexandria Library protest, the 
court agreed that African American residents should have 

access to a library and, in 1940, the Robert H. Robinson 
Library was constructed in Alexandria.

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, Tucker became the 
leading attorney for the NAACP in Virginia. He worked 
tirelessly on the appeal of the “Martinsville Seven” and 
launched his crusade to end segregation in the public-
school systems.

Tucker’s long career of arguing civil rights matters 
saw five of his cases advance to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
His greatest victory was the desegregation case Green 
v. County School Board of New Kent County, in which 
the court ruled in his favor by finding that schools had an 
affirmative duty to desegregate.

In the 1960s, knowing he stood little to no chance of 
being elected, Tucker nonetheless ran for U.S. Congress 
— twice — in an effort to normalize the appearance of 
African Americans in elections and to inspire others to 
run for office.

Tucker died on October 20, 1990, at the age of 77.

Samuel W. Tucker • Alexandria (1913-1990)
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